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WILL not ſay of this Author as Claudius Life . 
ſaid of Paul, That he was taken of the Jewdh) 
and. would have been killed of them, if I had not come 


that he has left behind him ri good @ report rough 
Faith, that many in our days would have judged 
it their wiſdom t. 


- , houſe, or confined it to the Moles and to the Bats, 


7 : even to the neck, Has. i. 13. 


Proteſtant Biſhop, the nephew of à noble Lord, 
ane * the e 008 er. 
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with. an army and reſeued him; but this I will ſay, 


*K 133 N we x 


have left it in the ruins of the. | 


rather than reviſe a teſtimony that diſcovers tir, 25K 
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. PREFACE. 


pected to cut no mean figure in the ſame eſtabliſh- 
ment, of which his father was a. Prelate ; but God 
came with an army of terrors, and, ith a few, 
arrows from his quiver, bent him to his bow, : 
made him a ſon of conſolation, to the choſen” * 
N of Chriſt Jeſus. | | 
= By the prejudices of education he was (as well 
as e x moſt zealous bigot to the church of 
England; and when his conſcience was awakened, 
as he informs us, he tried her prelates, her cathe- 
dral walls, her liturgy, ſervice book, ceremonies, 
and clergy to the uttermoſt, and concluded, with 
an honeſt;confeſſion, that the whole of it was va- 
nity, and to a ſinner, wounded of God, Nr 


ſpirit, 1 8 | | ds 


He made full proof of thoſe cilbited] treati ſee 
| hich 1 in the general meet with a more cordial” 
reception than the Bible), viz. The Practice of” 
Pieiy, by the advice of a Biſhop'; he went 
through Rich with The Whole Duty of Man, and 
made Baxter's Call to the Uncouverted his boſom. . 
friend,” and worked himſelf i into ſuch 'a converfion 
23s that author deſcribes. But when God laid: + 
A to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet, . 
the hail fwept.away theſe refuges- of lies, I8a. XXVII. 
17. The Practice of Piety left him in poſſeſſion, of 
All his impiety; he Whole Duty of Man gave him 
ap to ſtand or fall by his dead zvor; and Bur- | 
ter's Call left him a ſtranger to the heavenly wy} "8. 
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of a perfect conformity to the law. 
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| _ no wonder, for: Baxter 5 Gol and the call 5 | 
5 God widely Ae Ces Ps we 
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+ have ud er is called the life 9 conver- | 
fion of many, but very few of them went ſo far, 
in what they call a work of grace, as this Author 


went in a ſtate of nature. They went not in their 
profeſſion far enough to know whether there was 


any ſuch thing as a ſpirit of bondage, or no; much 
leſs to a ſaving converſion from bondage to Harte 8 
But this Author when he was awakened went ſuch 
lengths in a reformation and (as he thought) con- 
verſion alſo, and grew into ſuch 4 confidence in it, 
that his excellency mounted to Heaven, and his bead 


tctuc bed the clouds, Joh xx. 6. But when the com- 
mandment came, all confidence was rooted out of his 
tabernacle, and he was brought to the king of ter- 


rors, JoB xviii. 14. As ſoon as the law came, 


not the letter only, but the whole of the law, 1 


letter of it, the ſpirit of it, the bondage of it, the 
wrath of it, with the extenſive demands of it, and 
the thundering curſe. of it (for that is the law) 
then /in revived, and he ſaw and felt the r 


» hs — - 


 Actordingly he made it his $7 * i hfe, not 


in word; but in deed and in truth; he faſted, he 


prayed, he worſhipped, he watched, he. worked, . 


be abſftained from all appearance evil, gave all 


that he got to feed the poor, denied himſelf, and 
oo" a ION. attention to all the negative and poſi- 4 


| az I ow. 


| 8 5 
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ive parts 3 MY to ſee what could be done by 
| that rule. And upon proof, found that it diſcos 
vered his fin to ſuch a dreadful degree, that the 
devil himſelf invaded him, the wrath of God | 
peurſued him, deſpair ſunk him, the indignation of 
the Almighty drank up his ſpirits, a violent in- 
flamation ſeized his body, his eyes waxed dim, his 
taſte and ſmelling failed him, bis very hearing was 
affected, his bodily frame made crooked by the in- 
tolerable burden of his ſins, and his ghaſtly coun- a 
tenance frightful to behold, inſomuch, that carnal | 
petſons ſaid that evil ſpirits haunted him. This, 
be confeſſed, was all that the law could do for him, i 
and declares this to be the folly of thoſe men who 
Fet the lerter againſt the ſpirit of the law, which 
muſt never be divided, ſeeing truth declares, that 
the law genders to bondage, therefore let no man 
ſtrip the letter of the law from its gendering ſpirit. 
Sich men as this Author underſtand the law, 
{4 and handle it Tawfully. But as to ſuch who get 
into a pulpit, and tell people they * would as 
ſoon hear a perſon curſe and ſwear as to hear them. 
ſay, the law is not @ rule of life,” know not what ' 
they jay, nor whereof they affirm. Belides, perſons 
who belie and ridicule poor penitent ſinners re- 
_ ctived to mercy, And advance Aa notion that they 
never can prove, ſhew but very little ſigns of any 
regard paid to the rule they contend for. Oppoſing 
_ the truth, belieing and Nandering the juſt, and 
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of the Lord, cannot be called loving one's neighbour 
as one's ſelf. Every body knows that thoſe that 
hate the juſt ſhall be deſolate ; anger or hatred being 
in God's account murder; and we know that no 

murderer hath eternal life abiding in him; therefore, 

ſuch perſons talking about the law, as their rule of | 

Hufe, is nothing but a 9 Jul: to blind dev * S 
: rant. 


1 
5 ** 


When the Gene; at whoſe” houſe the 

Goſpel is preached at Pzcxmam, brought this 
tract to me, deſiring I would print it, faying it 
was one after my own heart, I could not help 
crying out, while J peruſed it, with Naomi, ſaying, 


This is a near kinſman of mine, it is one of my 


nent kinſnen. Thou ſhalt be the Coalbeavers 
Coufin ; thou art a fellow ſtudent, brought up at 
the fame college, under the ſame tutor, fitted in 
the ſame furnace, and -ordained by the ſame _ 
biſhop; thou ſhalt not lay among the pott, nor de 
a ſpoil for the bats, thou Halt have the wings of a 
dove, covered with filver, and thy feathers with 
yellow gold, and fly about as in antient times, 
telling the daughters of Zion what God 2 ” 
7 1 Ae ae ce eee before us. e 


. bo p * 


In a wo: we have in this Narrative the re- | 


peated cries of a choſen. veſſel when in infancy, 


childhood, and youth, and the providence of ' 
| God perpetually anſwering them. Secondly, we 
have the Phariſee of the * or what 


* 


s en r ACK 
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is called the true churchman. Thirdly, we have. 


the true diſciple of Moſes i in all his r 
the ſenſible ſinner in all the agonies of the damned; 
and the rich diſplays of divine grace without the 
uſe of means. Fourthly, the noble Lord his 


uncle, the Biſhop, his father, and all friends, 


diſowning! him, and for ever caſting him off, for 
turning, as they termed it, a fanatick and a. 
ſciſmatick, and for bes a diſſenter of God's 

own making, and for worſhipping God according 
to the ſpirit he received, and the truth that God. 
applied to his ſoul: And laſtly," we have the happy, 
man, the real convert, and the ſound chriſtian, . 
taking his final leave of parents, relations, and 
the world, and offering to, die on a dunghill rather 
than defile his conſcience, by returning to a reli- 
gion that is taught by the: *precepts of men. If this be 
the work of the Lord, if this be real co verſion, 


"if: this be the teſtimony of faith by which the de- 


_ ceaſed Author. jet ſpeaketh, and if this good report 
be echoeëd from the blood of ſprinkling, which in 
his conſcience pole better things than that of Abel; 

then where are legions c of our preachers got, who. 
would deny their birth, parentage, and mimic, an 
education, in order to bring in the ſervice book, 
and obtain the veſtment and dignity of an eſtabliſhed 
divine? which this Author was. purged from, 
by near four 90 We wich the N LEE: 
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0 a I have ſent the teſtimony out, «titles 
page, and the date of the year in which it was 
firſt printed, nearly as I found it; I have only altered 
here and there a miſtake, which I think was the 
printer's. I have only added a. title, and this 
Preface to the work—pray forgive me this wrong— 
and have put here and there a little note, with 

the initials of W. H. S. S. which are the tokens in 

t every epiſtle, ſo I write. That thou mayeſt read it 
to profit, and profit by reading, is the prayer and 
deſire of i . | 


* Authir' 2 2 = 
thy Servant to command, 


3 WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, 


Poſtern-Row, Tower Jp 
Hill, Nov. 24, 1988. | 
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REVIVING CORDIAL. 
FOR A 


8 IN. DESPAIRING SOUL” 


IN THE TIME or 
T E MFT ATI ON 
THE SAME BEING 5 


An ExTRACT OF THE UNWORTHY AUTHOR'S 
EXPERIENCE OF THE FOLLOWING PaR- 
| TICULARS! | 


I. The miraculous Preſervation III. How the Spirit of Bondage 
of his Bodily Life from the took him, and what feartal 
many Deaths and imineni || Work it made in his Soul. 
Dangers which threatened it. | | 

while in a State of Nature. IV. How the Spirit of Adoption 


II. The Method God took with |} ſucceeded the Spirit of Bon- 


him in awakening him to look || dage, healing and binding up 
into, and to mind Soul Con- the deep Wounds — ; 
cerns, when about Fourteen ||| Soul thereby. | 


Years of Age. 


Come and hear all ye 1 fear Ged, and I will declare what : 
He hath done for my ſoul, Pſalm lvi. 16. => 


T will praiſe thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully meh »- 
marvellous are thy works, and that my e knoweth * 


well, Pſalm cxxxix. 14. 
5 — — | — 


— 


By I. B. AN UNWoORTHY. MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL, 


L o N D © N: . 855 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, 16996 
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7 Y bis very much reſpected ant highly 3 8 
Friend Mr. e 9 M W of. 


London, 


Worthy and Honored SIR, 


H E laudable character given you by . 5 

Miniſters of Chriſt, and other good ſouls, 
now. 1 charitably hope and believe, praiſing God 
in glory; eſpecially, the experimental taſte I my- 
ſelf have had of your goodneſs, ſince Providence 


made me ſo happy in your acquaintance, hath en- 
couraged me to prefix your worthy and deſerving 
name to this ſmall Tra& ; whoſe deſign and chief 
tendency is to encourage poor dejected ſouls, un- 
der the hidings of God's face, to caſt themſelves. 
on that never failing goodneſs of God in Chriſt, 
until God's ſet time for deliverance comes; and 
alſo to ſtir up experienced and grown believers to 
a becoming adoration and praiſing of that adora- 


ble name and wonder-working Providence of the 
glorious and tremendous, JEHOVAH, which hath ſo 
- conſpicuouſly appeared in the deliverance wrought 
for me his poor nothing creature, both for ſoul 
and body; and who am to this very day kept alive 
. * by that divine ö oe En own, 

to 


£2 a= x 


is DEDICATION. 
to the great admiration both of myſelf and thoſe 


- godly ſouls who know my preſeht circumſtances, 
and God's dealing with me. I have been, for ſeve. 
ral years paſt, more than ordinarily importuned, both 
by godly divines and ſuch zealous working chriſ- 
tians as yourſelf, to publiſh what now I have pre- 


fumed to dedicate to ſo dear and well-deſerving a 
| friend as you are well known to be, both to God's 


truth and ſuch as, in any meaſure, bear the bleſſed 
image of his Son. The principal motive of their 

importuning me to publiſh this, was the ſtrange 
influence the relation hereof from my own mouth, 
ha upon their own ſpirits, the effects whereof | 


were not able to hide; the tears of joy guſn- 


ing out ſurpriſingly from their eyes, with both 
eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, wondering ay. 


and adoring the wonders, of God in my caſe; 
profeſſing and declaring, that, in all their time, 
they had neither heard nor 5 880 ſo mych q of the 


7 goodneſs and grace of God vouchſafed to a poor 


loſt and undone ſinner, as was ſhewn and vouch. 


fafed to unworthy me; which occaſioned ſeveral : 


of the godly Miniſters, eſpecially Mr. Noah Bryan, 


Mr. Timathy Taylor, Mr. Samuel M. lather, and the . 


dear Mr. Nathaniel M. lather, all now with Chriſt, 
to profeſs, that they never heard of, or knew any 
ſinner come ſo near to Paul, as touching God's 
method and way of working upon and dealing 


with him in, and after, his converſion, as I did; 3.. l 


and therefore they unanimouſly agreed in judging, 


that to N the ſame Was * duty ; ; the ue . 


OP 


DEDICATION. 3's 


they doubted not, -would be dr uſeful, and 
that both to ſaints and ſinners an ſundry accounts, 
The ſincere and upright hearted Nathaniel Mather, 
late of Pinner's-Ha!l, hath ſeveral times chid me 
for my backwardneſs to ſo neceſſary and uſeful a 
work ; and a little before hig death he at me again 
about it, examining into the grounds of my backs 
wardneſs herein. To whom I replied, Sir, there 
are two things which hitherto have kept me back 
from ' publiſhing this my experience, and how 
much of Satan there may be in it, I cannot dew 5 
termine. 
The firſt is, The difficulty which attends my ſets 
® ting down in writing the working of the Spirit of 
adoption, in diſcovering and applying Chriſt unto 
me, the remembrance whereof doth Ao ſwallow 
me up and melt me, that I am not able to ſee m 
'. paper for the tears of joy which obſtruct my Viſive 
faculty. To which he replied, That it was pity _ 
any thing ſhould hinder me in fo $990 and uſeful 
a work. 

The ſecond is, The fear lodged within me of 
people s not crediting the relation I ſhall give here- 
of, in caſe it were printed; for, ſaid I, the greateſt 
part of the profeſſors are ſo great ſtrangers to the 
nature of true regeneration, eſpecially when wrought 
in a ſinner, in the way and method God took with 
me, that they will rather ſuſpect, and queſtion the 
truth of what I relate, than praiſe God, or 
improve the ſame for their own good br fpiri- 
we, e To which reply. was "Ti 5 
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Abet Satan was always ready to obſtruct any * 
+ work which hath the leaſt tendency to God's praiſe 3 
| or the good of ſouls. 2 
Since his departure, the freſh remembrance of 3 
the i importunities of the worthies above named, to- 
\ gether with the repeated ſolicitations of ſeveral 
_ godly zealous chriſtians yet living, have prevailed: 
with me to beat my way through thoſe difficulties 
Which lay before me, leaving, the iſſue of my pre- 
1 ſent undertaking to the powerful Providence of 
1 + > - God, to make the ſame ſucceſsful in what it is de- 
WE. 7. figned for; and begging moſt heartily. your par- 
EE  onyor the method I have taken in acknowledging 
itte great kindneſs and reſpect ſhewn by your re- 
BR” lgious and truly generous ſelf, to the meaneſt-and 
_—_ moſt unworthy of Chriſt's deſpiſed ambaſſadors £ the 
Which, I doubt not, you will find recorded in heaven 
by my Lord and Maſter, as an evident proof of your 
1 faith in, and unfeigned love to, him and his cauſe 
sand intereſt here on eath. Let not, dear Sir, the 
* duiſadvantages under which I lye, on account of 
the flanderous reproaches heaped on me by mali. 
ceiious ſpirits, leſſen your hope of the glorious re- 
compence of reward, promiſed by him that cannot 
le to all your works and labours of love expreſſed 
=: io me and others. of God's children for the fake 
: "He that will take notice of a cup of 
= cold water given to a diſciple, in the name of his 
_ diſciple, will, I queſtion not, record in heaven the 
f 
| 


e 


refreſhing wine I have drank at your table more 
— hee 2 once, and the ſilver and NG 11 me, and 


. diſtreſſed family RAVE been kept from ſinking into 


- the duſt. 
And albeit, I ſhould at the great day of rd : 


ment appear to be a caſt away from Chriſt, of 
which, through infinite Grace, I am no more 
afraid than I am afraid that God can ceaſe to be 


what he is. *. 
Vet your integrity and ee in . you 


have done to me, for Chriſt's ſake, will be not only 
made known, but graciouſly and abundantly re- | 


warded ; and, if I miſtake not, the deſign of Pro- 
ae, which hath put me upon fixing my 
thoughts on yourſelf, as the fitteſt and moſt deſerv- 
ing perſon to whom to dedicate this ſmall extract of 
the large experience I have had of God's incompre- 


henſible goodneſs and infinite all- ſufficiency in ſav- 


ing a loſt ſinner. I look on this Dedication to 8 
as it were, a TleoJpoue;, or fore: runner of Chriſt's 

openly acknowledging and rewarding thoſe your 
acts of love and pity ſo ſecretly done to him i in 


the perſon of me, the pooreſt and unworthieſt of 


his repreſentatives here on ęarth, according to 


Prov. xix. 17, MAT. vi. 4, xxv, 45, HEB. vi. 10 


The Searcher of hearts knows I am far from 
flattering you, in what I fay of you in this Dedis 


cation: He who hath ſo abundantly bleſt you with 
a comfortable eſtate here, and hath enriched your 
brave and generous ſoul with ſuch a ſtock of 


heavenly wiſdom and ſaving Grace, as keeps you 
from N wich 2852 and conceit of what 


| OY he 


DEDICATION. | 17 
| given me by yourſelf, whereby both 1 and my 
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18 DEDICATION. 


1 


he hath made you — perfect his own bleſſed work 
began in you to the day of Chriſt. And that the 
fame may be the portion of your virtuous and re- 
ligious conſort and your dear offspring, is the cor- | 
dial wiſh, and ſhall be the hearty e "ER 


Dear and Bored Sir, 5 8 


— — 
* 


Wur dearly loving, n 


os 


highly obliged Friend and Servant, 
: inthe 395 and iftrongef 4 Bonds, (Ss. 


© GosPEL Love) 


„„ {JAMES BARRY. 
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＋ HE firſt of the many wonders which the: 
adorable providence of God effected, ii i Pre⸗ 
ſerving me from death, was as follows be ut. 
out to nurſe,” to'an' Iriſh papiſt, in the times of 
trouble, before Ireland was reduced, my nurſe 
about the latter end of January, fearing, as hs - 
at leaſt pretended, the rage of the Iriſh ſoldiers, 
Teſt they ſhould inhumanly butcher me, or rather, 
kill herſelf and huſband, for offering to Hl irſe a 
beretick's child, as they called me, caſt ine 
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upon a dung-hill, in a great ſnow, where I had un- 
doubtedly periſned, had not Providence ſent re- 

lief in the very nick of time, which was thus 
effected: | 
At the ſame time, when I 3 in that moſt de- 

| plorable condition in the ſnow, no eye pitying me, 
there was a ſervant of my father's down in the 
country, about concerns of my fathers, who. as he 

was returning home, declining the road which 

was his proper way, takes another road which di- 

realy. led him through the village where I was, he 

725 not in the leaſt knowing any ground or reaſon why, 
f or wherefore, he ſhould leave the high and com- 
mon road, to paſs through that village; but find- 
ing in himſelf a ſtrange — upon his ſpirit, he 

gave way. And as he paſſed through the ſtreet, 
between the houſe from whence I had been caſt 

and the dung-hill where J lay, hearing a moſt la- 
mentable and piteous cry of a young infant, as he 

wo apprehended, out of doors, ſtops his horſe to fee 
= Where the infant lay, but the ſnow being deep, 
and it ſnowing 2. pace, he could perceive nothing; 
but following the voice of the cry, he was led to 
the place where I lay, he forthwith knocks at the 
door next to the dung-hill, to enquire after the 
- cruel and unnatural mother of that, poor dying 1 in 
fant on the dung-hill, or to entreat ſamebody to 
take pity on ſo deſpicable” an object. On this, my 
burt informs the man 1 5 cd t with hg | 


CO” 4.5 


rſood whole x was, bur he runs to che place 
| where 


OS me. mm 2 


a - "a = 


* 
* : — * PS IG * * 4 — a 

I . 5 2 

f 3 
7 1. rad Er rota 

af . % 7 
* . — — es HE Rs 
2. - 

* 7 * Pere _——— 


4A ' Sn-Dipatrin 6 „ 


there I lay, takes me up, lapping me in his cloak, 
and brings me home to my parents, fifteen long 
miles, without the leaſt nurture either of breaſt or 
ſpoon, for the ſupport of decaying nature. All 
that fifteen miles, beſides the ſpace I lay on the 
dung-hill, which, as my nurſe herſelf confeſſed to 
the man, was about five hours, I continued to 
make ſad complaints, by abounding in heart- 06 
moving ſhrieks and piteous moans all the day, the = 
man expecting every moment when I ſhoul@. ex- 
pire. In this condition, he preſents me, a fad | 
ſpectacle to my parents, acquainting them where * 
and how he found me; and how that he was, he 2+ 00 
knew not how or wherefore, turned off from his 
road to go that way, where he met with me. 
Forthwith an expreſs was poſted away, for three 
or four of the chief phyſicians who were then in 
Dublin, who immediately haſtened to my father's, 
being about two miles and a half from Dublin; the 
utmoſt of their ſkill and judgment was improved : 
for my preſent help and relief, but all in vain. 
The intricacy of my ſtate and condition of body 
being ſuch, as ſufficiently, nonpluſſed and baffled 
all their {kill finding no probability, in a rational 
way, of recovering me, they gave me up, alſuring £ 
my relations that I was a gone child, as to this 
world. The doctors forſaking me, other means 
were applied by ancient men, and midwives, Who 
ſeemed to have good judgment and long experience 
in curing children; neither availed this any thing, 
God having blaſted all that men could effect, as 
| „ 3 % [ 
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// Inſtruments, to make way for his bleſſing on that 
means which he himſelf had ſingled out for my 
effectual cure, that the ſame might. be recorded to 
the eternal praiſe of his own wonder-working pro- 
vidence, as will afterwards appear. All means 
applied for my cure and recovery, were, by the 
powerful providence of God, made effectual food 
to nouriſh and feed the diſtempers which threatened 
the life of my body, until I Was at length. taken. by 
all for dead. No motion of life appearing in me, A 
I was fetched out, put into the winding. ſhect. : 
and nailed up in, my coffin ; ; and as friends and 
neighbours were juſt going 6ut of the: door, to,ac- 
company me to my long home, the perſon who 
carried the coffin both perceived me to ſtir and 
"alſo heard me to cry in the coflin, at which all 
were not a little amazed, and ſome ſo OW | 
- that they run away. . 3 

About two months after this cſeape, I Las a 5 0 
cond time taken for dead, in the opinion of all the 
family, ſtretched out, and wrapped in a winding- 

5 - ſheet; and leſt dhey wiglit! be © over haſty in burying - 
mes de was* *Jiidged. expedient. to watch. with me, 
which7is the manner and cuſtom in Iréland, "by... 
people Etting up all night, with many lights in 
the room. where the corpſe lies. It pleaſed God, 
that about midnight, they who watched me far 

5 me Uft aß the ſheet, to their great aſtoniſhment. . ; 

I Notwithſtanding, theſe ſtrange and W e 

repivals, T was no mall grief : and burthen to my 

n and other relations in che family, and 
33 1 that 
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that on the account of my continuing ſo 1g! in 


pain and miſery, no endeavours of creatures n 


to do me good. 

As I grew in age, ſo my GENES waxed and 
ard at ſuch a rate, that my little body waxed very 
big and misſhapen ; my belly was as big as an or- 


dinary tub or drum; my legs no way able to bear, 


or carry my diſtempered body: thus was I a hur- 


then not only to others, but alſo to myſelf, until it 
pleaſed God to check and controul the humours. 
and diſtempers of my body, which elſe had Cy 


me into the duſt. - 


The means of my recovery was as followeth; 55 
viz. On a certain day, as I was in the arms oft n | 
maid-ſervant, whoſe only work it was-to attend on E 


and miniſter unto me, I beheld on the ground, be- 


fore the door, ſome ſpeckled ſhell-ſnails, which 


dropped out of the load of furze that came to the 


door, theſe ſnails I cried to have, the maid willing 
to gratify my deſire, picked up as many as the | _ 
could ſee of them, with theſe I pleaſed my fancy, 
I playing with them till weary ; after which I mo- 
tioned to put the ſnails into the fire, and after a 
little while, when I apprehended they were roaſted, 
I cried to have them again, the maid and all others 
that beheld me, wondered greatly what I deſigned ' 
to do with them; no ſooner had I cleared them 
from the ſhells, but, to the great amazement of the 
ſpectators, I fell to eating them, and to ſuch ſatis= 


faction, that, having once taſted of them, I could 


aw forſome conſiderable time, be * with 
W ONE > 
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to eat any other meat. This new diet, to whicl 
neither entreaty nor yet the example of any mortal 
moved me, did, by the bleſſing of God, prove 
both food and phyſic; for by them I was, to the 
great aſtoniſhment of them who knew me, greatly 
nouriſhed, and apparently advantaged: in point. of 
health; for in a ſhort time after I had taken to 
eating. * the ſwelling of my body aſſwaged, 
and the uſe of my limbs was recovered; as I began; 
with this new diet, ſo I continued until I was per- 
fectly cured, to the great admiration, and wonder- 
ment of all ſorts, who both ſaw and. heard, a "Fr 
practice herein. 
Many, both de” Kay 8 did 9 
Re n city and country to ſee and hear of me, hear- 
ing the ſtrangeneſs and rareneſs of my caſe; among 
theſe were my phyſicians, who formerly gave me 
up for a dead child; they at the firſt hearing of my 
being in a hopeful way of recovery, could not ere. 
dit the news, till hearing it with great confidence 
- affirmed, they ſet a time for coming to my father's 
to ſee and enquire whether what was ſtoried about 
my recovery were true; they finding it ſo, both 
by their ſeeing and handling my body, as alſo m_ | 
information they received from my parents, con- f 
cerning the means of my cure, together with the 
anner of my making uſe of ſuch means of” my 
own accord, they exceedingly admired it, con- 
cluding. with one accord, that it was immediately 
from the Spixit of God, and was certainly mira- 
culous. This * I. had from my friends and 
relations, - 
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relations, who were both eye and ear witneſſes of » 
what I have here related. But leaſt any ſhould doubt 
the truth of this relation, I ſhall briefly add two 
things, which fully ſatiaßes * own foul of the 
truth hereof. _ ” 
The firſt is, The perfect remembrance have of 7 
= eating ſnails frequently when a little one. SS; 
The ſecond: is, The frequentneſs of the ſcorns! 
and mocks wherewith: I have met, even from my” 
own, ſince our difference about religion, who: - 
when diſcourſing about my leaving the church, : 
have many times and often. hit me in the teeth, by: _ 
way of reproach, with what I was when an infant: 
how that I was caſt out on a dung-hill, and after | 
wards. nailed up in a coffin, my grave made, and T 
carrying away to be buried. And, alas! the greateſtt 
grief of all was, that I was not at that time buried 
alive, rather than I ſhould live to be a phanatic, 
and on that account, ſuch a ſtain and blemiſn to the 
whole family, there never having been a nen 8 
of the family before me. 3 
And thus I have, as briefly as 11 could, given 4 
impartial account of the firſt ſtrange deliverance 
wrought for me by the holy ng SR nts 
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The ſecond eſcape from danch; 1 a babe, 1 
was as follows: Being: one night faſt aſleep in bed, 
the maid who attended me, and conſtantly lay by 
me, neglecting to extinguiſh her candle when ſhe lay 
down, the candleſtick being fo placed by the maid 
that the candle burning down near the ſocket, or 


t. 
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by ſome Aa dente motion of "Ae -when aſleep, 
throwing the candle down into the bed, the ſheets 
and; other bed-cloaths took fire, which prevailed 
ſo far, that the bed, ſheets, rugg, and mat, were 
ſpoiled and unfit for uſe ever afterwards. | The 


maid and 4 faſt aſleep, both inſenfible of the 


apparent danger we were in, it pleaſed God 
that my father, being awakened- in bed, ſmelt 
the ſcent of burning, which was fo hot in his 

_ noſe, that he feared danger by fire, it being in 


the dead of the night. The whole family buried 
in ſleep except himſelf, he could not reſt, but 


| 662 up in his ſhirt, goes from chamber to 


chamber to ſearch out where the fire ſhould be 7 


and coming at length to the chamber where IL lay, 
he finds the room all in a mother, the bed and 
cloaths all on fire, and the maid and I faſt aſleep. 


The firſt thing that my father did, was to ſnatch - 


me out of bed; and, by the ſuddenneſs of the 
wakening me out of ſleep, and ſeeing the fire, 1 


was frightened, and began to ery. My father fearing 


leſt harm ſhould enſue thence to my mother, who 
was at that very time near the time of her travail, 
he claps his hand on my mouth, and in his arme 
carries me out to the malt-houſe, very near the 
houſe, where lay a family of Engliſh people who 
managed the malt buſineſs. He throws me haſtily 
into bed to them, charging them to keep me 
warm, and to quiet me. Having thus ſecured me, 
he forthwith returns to the fire, where he found 


_ 
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the ** ill falk aſleep, and by all he ;eould don” 
he could not awake her, until the fire burning her 
fleſb, ſhe at lenght. ſtarts up, and in an amazing 
ſurpriſe, ſeettigthtrſelf encompaſſed with fire, and 


miſſing me in the bed, and finding my father be- 


2 labouring himſelf i in quenching the fire, ſhe 


| to raiſe che ſhout. My father preſently. ſtops: 2 b 


mouth, and made her ſenſible how things were, 
and that the child was ſafe; and being come to 
herſelf, ſne aroſe and helped my father to put out 
the fire, that no farther harm was done. Now 
how near I was to den, I leave: every ſober reader. 
to judge. 85 15 
x A third E mad 1 me pe Divine 
Providence was, his ſaving me from periſhing by 
a dog. The manner whereof was thus: One 
morning, ſtanding | beſides a table in the common; f 
hall, where a gentleman who was caterer to my 
father” s family was at breakfaſt, in order to a going 


vp” 
Fog 
5 

ad 


to market to buy proviſion for the houſe. I per- 


fectly remember the meat he had was buttered 
filh. I expecting and hoping he would give me 
os part of the fiſh, ſtood over againſt him, peep- 


up at him, with my finger; on the edge of the 


cable, : The gentleman. perceiving- the poſture 1 1 
was in, hands out his plate, to me with ſome of the 
fin; the which I readily embracing, the great 
maſtiff dog, a greater and fiercer than which 1 
never ſaw, lying under the table, and ſeeing me 
ſtretch out my hand to reach the plate, bounced; 


* 


out of a ſudden, lays hold on me, and pulled me 


wit. 
. 
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tolhbs- undi the table, catches hold of my . 
the which he had wholly in his mouth at one bite 
up to my very throat. The gentleman, aſtoniſhed” 

hereat, and well knowing the diſpoſition and un- 
controulableneſs of the dog, there being but one 
in all the family, viz. the cook, of whom the dog 
ſtood in fear, runs forth, cries out for Richard the 
cook in all haſte, for the dog Lion was worrying 
the child in the common hall. The cook, at 
length, entering the room to which the gentleman 
directed him, tingled a bell, which he always uſed 
to do when he corrected that dog when a puppy, 
- crying out vehemently, “ Lion, come off, firrah.” 
The great dog, which had almoſt made an end 
of me, goes off, leaving me weltering in "my 
blood. My head, eſpecially my face, all over dyed” 


in blood, which cauſed great and amazing fear 


in all that ſaw me in that condition th t my eyes 
were gnawed out, until they waſhed my face; the 
which when they had done, they perceived that 
my eyes were untouched. The reafon of which, 
as was judged by all, being, that the dog had gotten 
my head ſo far into his mouth, that his teeth 
could not reach my eyes. Thus did God keep 
And preſerve me in this apparent and imminent” 

danger, there being no other harm done me, ſave 
that there remains {till ſeveral holes or impreſſions 
made by the dog's teeth in my noſe, and other 
ow” in my face, the which e : 
1 detace 2 1 805 wear out. ow 


— 
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A fourth deliverance effected for me by divine 
Pronidance was, ſaving me from drowning. The 


manner of it was thus: As I was in company with one 


of my aunts in the park, where ſtands a great pool 
of water, called the Horſe- pool, where the horſes 
uſed to be watered, my aunt earneſtly employed 
about ſome fine ſmall cloaths (a ſuit of childbed- 
linen, if I forget not), and leaving me to my 
liberty to ramble while ſhe managed her own buſi- 
neſs, I drew near to the pool, and lying down on 
the bank's brink with my face to the water, and 
ſeeing ſome living creatures as ſmall as horſe hairs 
crawling in the water, and within my arm's reach, 
as I thought, I, longing to catch ſome of them, 
put my hand into the water, and purſuing them 
forced my body forward that I could not recover 
myſelf again before I ſunk down from the bank 


into the water, with my head down and my heels 


up, the water entering into my body at my mouth 
and other parts. My aunt miſſing me, ſhe looks 
about and calls for me; but neither ſeeing nor hear- 
ing me, ſhe leaves her cloaths, and runs to the watery 
pool, of which ſhe was jealous, and there ſhe finds me 
with my heels up in the pool, gone almoſt out of her 
reach into the depth. She, in an exceeding great 
fright about me, takes the water to her own great 
hazard, and catching faſt hold by one of my legs, 
ſhe pulls me to her, and ſo brings me out of the 
water, but with very {mall hopes of my life; for I - 
had been ſo long i in the water, and the water hav- 
ing gotten in ſuch abundance into my body, that 
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for a conſiderable time ſhe could not perceive uo F 
leaſt breath in me, which made her conclude I was 
dead; but it pleaſed God that I revived again. 
ow; Reader,” think ſeriouſly with thyſelf how 
near I was to a paſſing from one deep to another; 
_— viz. from that deep pool of water, into the bot. 
= tomleſs depth of an endleſs eternity. Oh“ the 
= adorable and unfathomable depth of God's i incom- 
15 prehenſible Providence! Oh! think of this Pro- 
vidence, and give the "glory of the deliverance to 
te God öf my ſoull. 1 
* Another ſtrange god wonderful eſcape 1 Sr . 
I was from a dangerous boar.” It was thus: One © iſ 
day my eldeſt brother,” afterwards a Counſellor at 
Law, but now in eternity, and I, walking down' to 
the ſea-ſide with a greyhound along with us, de- 
1 ſigning our ſport by courſing rabbets. In the 
1 way, the greyhound meeting with a little pig 
| which belonged to my father's herd of ſwine, 
this pig running away from the greyhound, the 
1 Eo greyhound follows, takes hold of the pig, the pig 
4 cries out, all the herd, which was near fourſcore, 
comes in to the relief of the pig; I haſtened to 
get the dog off by calling and beating, but. the 
more I belaboufed in getting the dog off, the 
faſter the dog held his hold. The whole herd in 
Fe. 8 ring about me and the greyhound with open 
"mouth, which cauſed ſome fear in me; at the 
length, while I was beating off the dog, che great 
böser with open mouth makes at me, mounting 
up with his forefeet on my breaſt, throws me on 
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my back between two furrows. The boar thus 
on the top of me, with his ſnout and tuſks bela- 
bouring himſelf to rent my bowels out, the grey- 
hound, which before I could not for my life get 
off from the pig, now of his own accord lets go 
the pig, and comes in to my reſcue, laying” faſt 
-hold of the boar which was at top of me. The 
boar feeling the dog pinch him, he turns furiouſly 
about to the dog, quitting the hold he had of 
me, only one fide of my coat he tore clear away, 
and had it in his tuſks when he turned to the 
dog. As ſoon as I felt the weight off my body, I 


get up in an amazing fright, and made my eſcape 


by running off, leaving the boar and the dog to 
fight it out. Thus was I preſerved by the Pro- 
vidence of God ordering that the dog, which be- 
fore I with all my ſkill and ſtrength could not get 
off, ſhould quit his hold of the little pig, and fall 
on the great boar which was upon me, who other- 
wiſe, undoubtedly, had torn out my denen 
Oh! wonderful Providence! 

Another eminent deliverance wrought by Pro- 
vidence for me, was by preſerving me from periſh- 
ing by a horſe. Which take thus: I being once 
choſen to ride a horſe which was to run a race, 
the ground was fingled and meaſured out, all 
other matters relating to the race being agreed on 
between the two parties chiefly concerned. When 
we came to ſtart, the concernedneſs of each party 
appeared in ſtriving to get and keep the ſtart; the 
which — to ſucceed well on my ſide, as 
1 | touching 
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touching getting the ſtart, and making good my 
ground till I came to the goal, which iſſued in 
great and high acclamations of praiſe- to me ; 
which did not a little fill me with a vain-glorious 
conceit of ſome perſonal excellency of my own to 
which the victory obtained was attributed. But 
my pride was ſoon ſtained; for there being a river 
between the town and the place where the race 
was run, my horſe being very hard mouthed, and 
withal fiery and fleet, though ſmall, I was not 
able with all the ſkill and ftrength-I had to bear 
him after I came to the goal, but in full ſpeed 
makes ſtraight to the town, taking the river, 
which lay between him and home. As ſoon as he 
came into the deep, he was taken off his ſpeed, 
and fell into ſuch a jumbling trot, that being 
almoſt ſpent and wearied /in all my ſenſes, he 
throws me out of the ſaddle, and being caſt on the 
left fide of the horſe, my foot ſlipt into the ſtirrup, 
and by the foot I was held. The horſe finding 
himſelf paſt the river, ſets to. running with: fall 
ſpeed, my head touching the ground, and as he 
ran, my head was ſtill a toſſing and beating be- 
teen the horſes: feet, and the ſtones and gravel 
of the height which he ran up from the river to- 


Wards the end of my father's malt-houſe, which 


may be about ſevenſcore yards; all which ground 
"he trailed me after him, with my head as already 
mentioned. The ſhout and cry was raiſed from 
the other ſide of the river to the town, and the 
Werft ſtill in full ſpeed, it PRA od, that the 


neighbour f 


_ 
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: n who lived next houſe to my father* 85 


hearing a vehement and continued cry, ariſes from 
his work within, opens his door, ſtreet way, to ſee 


what the matter was, and juſt as he looked out of 
his door, he ſees the horſe in full ſpeed, with his 
rider a trailing along, juſt paſſing by the door, 


the man immediately runs before him, the paſſage 
being narrow, uſing his beſt endeavours and ſkill 


| L to ſtop the horſe; the which he, through mercy, 


effected, or elſe that race had been an end of my 


race; the horſe ſtood ſtock ſtill while I was releaſed 
from that ſad confinement. All who ſaw me, cried 
: out, he is gone! he is gone! there is no hope nor 1205 
expectation of his life, the hair of my head all in 


one lump of clotted blood, nothing to be ſeen of 
my face or hands but blood; and a matter of 


aſtoniſhment it was to all that my neck and limbs 


were not broken. 


Another ſtrange 2 I had ſwap a horſe; EA 


was thus: Riding one day on the chief and fleeteſt 
race-horſe which was known to be in the kingdom 
of Ireland, as I paſt through a gate, in the high- 


road, juſt as I opened and entered in at the gate, 


A little bird flies out of the hedge, within ſide of the 


gate, at which the horſe ſtarted, beginning at the 
ſame time to bounce and plunge, ſtriving all he 
could to throw me off; I riding bare- backed, with- 
out a faddle, and having a large lanthorn under my 


left arm, knowing the horſe to be very high met- 
tled, and about fifteen hands high, I began to ap- 


Pegg ſome * of his getting v me off, becauſe 
4 I could 


* 
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I could not ſo well command and manage him, by 
reaſon of that lanthorn, and wanting a ſaddle; I did 
what I could by fair and gentle means to take him 
off thoſe his unruly and ſkittiſh tricks, but to ſmall 
purpoſe. Then I reſolved to uſe another method, 
viz. by giving him a looſe rein, and the ſpurs in 
his ſides with both heels, hoping by that means 
that he would ceaſe plunging, and fall to running, 
but nothing would do. The thing, I doubt not, 


being determined in Heaven's council, that this 


narrow eſcape might be recorded among the reſt of 
his wonders ſhewn in and about the preſervation 
of ſo poor and inconſiderable a creature as I am, to 
the eternal praiſe of God's ſweet and unſearchable 
"providence. Off he would have me; in order 
whereto he mounts up with his fore parts, throw- 
ing me backwards on his hinder parts, and from 
thence to his fore parts again, at leaſt ten or twelve 
times, in a moſt furious raging manne ; at length, 
finding that he could not get me off, by his toſſing 
and throwing me backward and forward, he rears 
and mounts up with all four together a conſider. 
able height from the earth, and by that unexpected 
motion, threw me a good height above him, and 
falling to the ground, ſtanding upright on my feet, 
as I fell with my lanthorn under my arm; the 
borſe, perceiving himſelf conqueror, fetched a ſtroke 
at me, ſtanding where I fell, juſt behind him, with 
bis heels, which but a day or two before had been 
od with froft-nails, the weather being froſty; and 
in the cap which I at that time wore, he leaves 
E » N 
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the print of the froſt-nails within the thickneſs of 


a half-crown of my forehead, never touching my 


head, nor any part of my body; nor in the leaſt 
prejudicing my body by thoſe toſſings and throwings 
he gave me. Oh! that I might be duly ſenſible 


of, and conſtantly affected with, the n | 


of Divine Providence. | 
Another eſcape I had by the add; 8 of 
God, was from an Engliſhman, who had laid a 
conſpiracy with ſome Iriſh papiſts to ſwear me out 
of my life. It was thus: This Engliſhman (by 


name Evan Grundy, a Lancaſhire man) being ſome 


years employed in the ſervice of John Preſton, of 


the city of Dublin, Alderman, a good and gracious 
man, lately deceaſed, from whom the above- named 


Evan Grundy had run away at ſeveral times, and 
with conſiderable ſums of money; by reaſon of his 
diſhoneſt and, knaviſh pranks, Alderman Preſton, 
not daring to truſt him any further with the re- 
ceiving of his rents, which were confiderable (his 
eſtate being nigh two thouſand per annum), the Al- 
derman being hard ſet for one whom he could truſt 


with the management of his eſtate, and knowing 


me, my family, and the preſent circumſtances I was 
at that time in, propoſed to me conſiderable encou- 


ragement, on condition that I would undertake (as 
his Agent) to manage his eſtate, which I did, for 
between four and five years, not without many 
difficulties, occaſioned chiefly by the ſaid Evan. 
Grundy, who was reſtleſs day and night, contriving | 


ben he * ſet the An and me at variance, 


C | hoping, 2 a 


being much indebted to the Alderman, I had or- 


gentlemen of the country, who, knowing 2 5 
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| pel-purity, would unanimouſly open againſt reli- 
gion, and improve that action to. the. utmoſt. to- 


ply with my but reaſonable requeſt, he wn 
for his non-compliance, that he had none but me 
whom be could truſt in an affair of that nature. 


Jo e with the Alderman to excuſe or exempt me 


- © the: faid: Grundy having notice he abſconds for a 


nne by chat means 3 me, and to 
ſucceed me in the employ. This Evan Grundy 


ders to take him on a. writ out of the King's-Bench, 
and to ſeize (for the Alderman's uſe) all the goods 
and chattels the ſaid Evan Grundy was actually 
poſſeſſed of. This piece of ſervice I would fain 
have declined, entreating the Alderman. to put 
ſome other upon it, and that, becauſe of the ill 
aſpect which I foreſaw it would have among the 


peaks and many bickerings between the other and 
me, would be very apt to conelude, that I had 


daily ſtrove to ſupplant me in that employ; and 

uded, all the black-mouthed juſtices, 
agd other . gentlemen. in the country, who were 
known enemies to the name and power of the goſ- 


fell out as1 feared; che Alderman eg ia com- 


Finding the ĩneffectualneſs of my endeavours ay 


from that ſervice, and his { commands being 
inſtant upon me, A writ ung ban ot of which 


. the „ balliffs who 


- Si-Dybairing 8 Sek. *: 


were to execute the writ, with nine or ten of the 


village he lived in, into the houſe along with me, 
to witneſs chat I ſeized thoſe goods which were 
viſible in the houſe for the uſe of Alderman 
Preſton, and that for the non- payment of rent: I 


moved no goods, but left them where I found 
them, leaving them to the diſpoſal of the Aldermany 


Immediately on this, the wretched man contrives 


with ſome Papiſt ruffians to lay a plot againſt me; 


the ſubſtance of which was, that on a day I entered 


huis houſe to diſtrain for ſuch a man, naming 


Blderman Pre/ton, and meeting with à cabinet, I 
forced the lock, and ſtole three pounds fifteen ſbil. 


15 tings, which he ſaid his witneſſes would poſitively . 


ſwear they ſaw me take, reckon, and put into my 


pocket: forthwith he rides to a Juſtice of Peace, 


for a warrant to bind me over, acquainting the 
Juſtice with the whole of the concern in all its 


circumſtances; The Juſtice, though enemy enough 


on the account of religion, told him plainly, that 
he would not grant a warrant againſt me; if he 


would give him fve hundred pounds. He goes to 
a ſecond, to a third, and to a fourth, about te 


ſame errand, but from none of them could he get 
a warrant to bind me over, they being all afraid to 


meddle at that time with me, whether for fear of 


my uncle, who was at that time Lord Chi Fuftice 
of the kingdom of Ireland, or from any reſtraint 
from God on their ſpirits, I know not. He finding 


all his hopes of having me for evetdiſgraced, if 


ant 3 for my life, fruſtrated, prepares 


#4. * cz 8 3p 


du or indictment to arraign me at my uncle's 8 bar, 
' the term next enſuing. This aſſault, I confeſs, was 
a great trial of the little faith and patience which 
the gift of God handed out to my poor ſoul, in 
the inſtant of regeneration, as ever I have ſince 
met with. I have ſometimes, with holy David, 
thought, that my mountain, in reſpe& of inward 
| and ſettled peace of conſcience, ſhould never be 
- = = ſhaken or moved, till this ſtorm aroſe. And albeit 
it did not influence my ſoul inwardly to ſhake my 
comfort and confidence in God, God and my own 
conſcience. knowing mine integrity and innocency 
in the thing laid to my charge. Let, conſidering 
the reproach which 1 apprehended would hence 
ariſe to the name, goſpel, and people of God, 
the ſtain and ſcandal it would be to my whole 
" - Family, no man can fully conceive the diſquietude . 
and ſhame which took up its lodging in my 
breaſt. Oh! the toſſings and workings of my 
ſpirit: Lord, think I, what will this come to? 
Thou knoweſt mine innocency in this matter. But 
the world will readily believe I am guilty. Blaſ- 
phemy and ſad reproach will hence redound to 
thy moſt holy and tremendous name and goſpel, 
which I value unſpeakably more than my life, and 
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* 235 all the world. The truly godly and religious, the 

1 only men of my delight, will, with fad: hearts, 
1 | often think how ſadly they were miſtaken in me; 


and to apprehend this ſtorm. would iſſue in any 


1 
bother than What I have already expreſt, I could 
ee The gulden blts which diy on. 
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this occaſion appeared in my countenance, I con- 


cluded would be to all that ſaw me an argument 


of my guilt. The thoughts of the term approach- - 


ing encreaſed the inward preturbation of my mind 
and the bluſhings of my face, to think I muſt ſtand 
arraigned for felony before a Judge, and all my 
| Other relations, who, but a few years before had 
_ unanimouſly cenſured, condemned, and «aft me 
out of their favours and affections, for being a 
phanatick, as they term true and goſpel religion. 


Oh! how cloſe this went; ſecretly wiſhing, but 


ſtill with humble ſubmiſſion to God, that he would 


pleaſe either to break that horrid plot, before! 


came to be publicly arraigned as a malefactor, or 

elſe call me off by death, which I did unſpeakably 
prefer before living to be a cauſe of reproach and 
blaſphemy to the name and religion of the Moſt 
High God. As the term drew very near, and the 


various and reſtleſs toſſings of my mind on that-i My 


account encreaſed, God, infinitely wiſe, and ever 

faithful to his word, who beſt knows how to time: 
deliverance, and break thoſe nets in which the. 
enemies hope to catch the innocent, He, a ie 
ſhort ſpace before the term, lets looſe the reins to 
this wicked man's guilty conſcience, which ab 
ſo violently with him, that all the ſtrength of rea- 
fon in him, yea, the hopes he inwardly: cheriſhed 


of ſeeing me brought to perpetual diſgrace, if not 


cut off, were not able to reſtrain him from treading 
the footſteps of Fudas. A rope he gets, out he 
goes to his own * in the duſk of the enen 
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% . cows, I-fold no cows : Roger Eckerſley, and Captain 
MS Sͤtopford, will give under their hands that I am an 
Hong man. And ſo in raging madneſs expired 
his laſt breath, with theſe words in his dying 


| Which were the laſt words he ſpoke. The reader 
muſt know, that before this plot deſigned againſt 


commenced a law-ſuit againſt me, for which he * 
had not the leaſt appearance of reaſon, ſave what 


ſelf, his wife and his man happened to diſcover 


| prevented his intended deſign. But notwithſtand- 


words as faſt, and with a ſtrange. wen. which 


40 . Cordial for 


and having faſtened the rope about his 8 juſt 
as he was drawing the end of the rope through the 
arm of a tree on which he deſigned to hang him- 


what he was about. On this the ſhout was up, 
and ſuch a cry made, as did preſently bring about 
him all the neighbours, who, overpowering him, 


ing their cutting the rope, yet could they have no 
acceſs to that guilty conſcience of his, to aſſwage 
bor allay the horrible and ſelf-condemning agonies; 
which, like reſtleſs waves and billows, did diſtract 

and torment him. He being by force ſtretched on 
his bed, and with the ſame: rope he attempted to 
hang himſelf being faſt bound to the bed, he fell 
into raging and deſperate fits, like to a demoniacb, 
daſhing his head with all his force againſt the 
bedſtead, foaming at the mouth, uttering - theſe 


frighted all the by-ſtanders, as he could, viz. I 
drive away cows, 1 {ell cows : No, 1 drove. away no 


mouth, I drove no cows away, I ſold no cou; 


my life and reputation, the ſame poor wretch 
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he and ſome others, as deſperately wicked as him- 9 
ſelf, had contrived, and which was ſtoutly fworn, | 
by an Iriſh Papiſt witneſs, for but one poor quart 
of ale, againſt me, at the aſſizes held in the county 
where he and I lived. God knows, I no more 
knew any thing of what he charged againſt me in 
his civil bill, than I knew of the three pounds 
fefteen ſhillings for which he deſigned to arraign 
me. But ſo it was, that upon the evidence poſi- 
tively ſwearing a decree was granted for ſeven 
pounds, which was the ſum mentioned in his bill? 
The decree, contrary to promiſe, being on a 
ſudden, while I was from home about buſineſs, 
executed, ſeven prime milch cows of my ſtock; 


- 
+ 


= were taken away, and in half an hour's time ap- 9 


praiſed, and fold for ſeuen pounds; though e # 1 
cows, in the judgment of all that knew them; - and _ 3 
g who underſtood cattle, were really worth thirty . 
pounds between brother and brother; - And thus it - 
pleaſed God, in the wonder-working providence _. 
of his, to break theſe nets, which the devil by 
his inſtruments, laid, not only for my life, but 
alſo for my credit and reputation. I do not in the 
leaſt doubt, but the great advantage which tne 
devil propoſed to himſelf, by putting thoſe mi. 
creants on work to bring my name and N 1 
into the blackeſt contempt, was to overthrow the 1 
efficacy of my miniſtry, when I ſhould be thereto © © 
called: for. the devil knew very well how impor- 
tunate godly miniſters and others were with me 
to take on me that great ww of the miniſtry; 


1. Le - | and 


4% 


being in a great meaſure made acquainted with 


I was prevailed with to adventure « on ſo 288 — 


bulk. I heartily wiſh that both myſelf and others, 
Who read what I have faithfully and impartially 


wards me, might be ſo rightly affected with what 

I have related, as to give God the glory and praiſe 
bol his own works; and be, by reading theſe things, 
ſtirred up and encouraged for ever to truſt in 

that adorable Providence of Heaven, which never 

_ them who 8 2 8 to Chriſt, e 
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au fore gueſſes no doubt, he had, how greatly I 
ſhould be employed in diſturbing his kingdom, 


his lion and fox-like devices, ſeveral years before 


ſacred a work. 
Many more ſtrange deliverances hath the pro- 
vidence of God wrought for me his poor un- 
worthy creature, the which I am neceſſitated to 
omit, fearing my book ſhould ſwell to too great a 


related of the wonders of Divine Providence to- 


Eto 4 ge Soul. - 
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the Jt: of Bondage ſeized” me. 


| I can remember, the Lord was pleaſed to dart 


an affrightning flaſh of lightening from above, 
| this apprehenſion and thought, viz. That I muſt 


damned. This. arrow being ſhot out of his bow 
who never miſſeth the mark at which he ſhoots, 


I knew not from whence it came, or what its 
tendency would be, yet, being a meſſenger from 


me, accompanied me wherever I went, putting 


ward ſhiverings of ſoul, ſometimes into diſtract- 
ing and 4 en, and thoughts what 
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A n 4 ccount of Ged' 2 wonder ful dealings _ . 
about the concerns of my Soul, ſome years . 


HEN I was between fourteen and fiftorn. | 
years of age, or thereabouts, as near as 


W ſome beginnings of conviction into my ſoul: 
1 Which was after. this manner : One Lord's Day, 
a I was in the height of vigour in profaning 

W God's holy day with the rude and ignorant 
Papiſts, there was darted into my conſcience, like 


be either converted, or elſe ſent to Hell to be 


took up its lodging within me: but what to 
make of it, or what the meaning of it ſhould 
be, I was as far to ſeek as a beaſt; ſo ignorant 
and brutiſh was I, the Lord knows! But though ' 


| God, it maintained its ground, ſtuck cloſe by. | 


me ſometimes. into a ſweat, ſometimes into in- £ 


more did 1 underſtand the ſenſe or the meaning 


it ſhould be. Be ſent to Hell, think 1; Lord! 
What's that? Ant be Auhned z bhöſt me! think 
1, what's this to be damned ? Dear reader, be- 
lieve me I had read in Scripture the words Hell, 
and damned, with the term converted; but no 


of the one or the other of thoſe three words. than 
a beaſt. At length I began in my thoughts to 
fix on ſomething what this ſtrange thing ſhoulc 
be, or mean; wy the reſult came to this: I 
did conceive and ſtrongly apprehend that hell, 
and damned, were ſome ugly, frightful, and dan- 
gerous thing, to the which ſhould I be brought al 
I ſhould bea fad and undone creature for eyer! 
As to the other, viz. converted, I did' verily 
think it meant no more than the leaving off, or 
ceaſing from thoſe mad and youthful pranks of 
profaning the Sunday, as I then called the Lord's 
Day, with ſeveral other immoralities to which 
I had been exceedingly and wretchedly addicted: 
and in the ſtead or room of thoſe vain and 
wretched practices, to fall upon a ſerious and 
ſober living ; both of which, I fully concluded, 
lay within the compaſs of my 142 free will and 
natural power to effect. 

Accordingly 1 fell to work, eſerring and throw- 
ing off both my wicked companions, and alſo my 
dearly beloved ſports and ſinful paſtimes. To the 
Bible, and Practice of Piety, a book I dearly loved, 
I addreſſed myſelf with all imaginable devotion 
and ſeriouſneſs. And being fully reſolved on a 
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$1 tharough ock of converſion, [that ſi 9 
= ſhun and eſcape hell, and being damned, I be- 
= came very bookiſh, looking into almoſt every 
= book, wherever I came, to try whether I could 


meet with any help. which might forward me 


in my new trade of religion. Among other books ; 


wherewith I met, Mr. Baxter's Call to the Uncon- 
verted came into my hands; the which I did no 


W ſooner open, but its title-page invited my fancy 
to make choice of it for my chief companion: 
me which I alſo. did, bleſſing myſelf in that 
book more than with any other wherewith I 
had met; the more and oftener I read it, the 
* more was I enamoured with it; even to a pre- 
BY ferring it before God's own ſacred book. So ſuited 
Was it to the purpoſe I had then engaged in, viz. 


to work out of myſelf, and in my own ſtrength, 


| that great work of converſion. To my courſe of 
| reading and praying, by thoſe forms of prayer 
in the Common Prayer Book, and Praflice of Piety, 
I joined very ſtrict and ſevere faſting: taking up 


a reſolution that I would, in a moſt ſolemn manner, 


| obſerve two days in every week, ' viz. Wedneſday 
and Friday, for my faſting days: the which I 
alſo did, even to ſuch a degree of Phariſaical ſe- 


verity that I almoſt rendered my body unfit for 


any ſervice. But converted I muſt be, and con- 


verted I was: reſolved to be, whatever it coſt 


me; in order whereto I kept my religious do- 
| ings. of duty, both negatively and Poſitively, . 


with . zealous elaborateneſs, 
| that 


that Laverily believe it vols: be nd to find 
one among the Romiſh Monks who could in 
all reſpects match me, or out-do me, at the 
trade of ſerving God in that way I fell in wit. 
It can hardly be told, much leſs believed, how 
great zeal I had for God, and how reſtleſs 
my active and working ſpirit was to be with 
him in heaven; though I neither knew God 
according. to truth, nor *the way to him, no 
more than a poor Pagan who never heard of 
him. I had ſuch low, groſs, and carnal thoughts 
and apprehenſions of the Deity, that I am very 
apt to conclude the very Heathen had far higher 
and more ſublime conceptions of their fictitious Mt 
Gods than I had of that tremendous and un- 
conceivably glorious God whom I ſo ignorantly- 
worſhiped. I was wonderfully zealous in all re- 
ligious performances wherein I did at that time 
engage, both in private and alſo in publick. 
In my private duties I was marvellouſſy retired 
and ſecret: being full of apprehenſions how ill 
conſtructions would, by all ſorts of people, be 
put upon my ſo ſevere and ſtrict way of living: 
And for better accompliſhment whereof I ſingled 
out a very convenient place, than which I thought 
no place better for my turn and | purpoſe : It 
was in a little room on the top of the Caſtle 
wherein my father lived. In that room I ſpent 
reading my books; eſpecially my darling and 
28 admired and beloved book, _ Barter 
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Call to the Unconverted. When I found myſelf 
much wearied with reading, I would ſometimes 
divert myſelf by walking on the top of the Caſtle; 
during whieh diverſion I did often hear the ſhouts 
and enticing calls of my wicked companions, to 
| bring me back again to my newly-forlnes ſporty 
| and I paſtime. 
vag go ſmall matter to encounter with the 
3 "of nature, and the violent temptations 
W of me devil, both joining together in ſuggeſting 
and framing arguments to induce to a willing and 
1 ready compliance with thoſe calls and invitations, 
to what I loved and liked, as dearly as the daily 
RE food I lived by. Oh! the ſtrange workings which 
I found in myſelf, during theſe combats. The 

4 ungodly, whoſe company I had loved and delighted 

in ſo dearly, calling and inviting : the ſtrong bent 
and inclination of the fleſh drawing; and a ſubtil 
| and violent devil tempting, and perſuading to re- 
turn. What! forſake thy dear companions, and 
thy ſweet delightful ſports and pleaſures, at this 
| rate? What! to game or ſport no more for ever? 
| Alas! poor wretch, what good wilt thou get by 
| betaking thyſelf to this penſive, ſad, and melan- 

choly kind of life? Thou haſt had experience of 
the ſweetneſs and delightfulneſs of that way f 
living which thou art now forſaking. The many 
and fore miſeries and troubles attending this new 
courſe of life which thou art ſo fond of, and on 
which thou art ſo reſolutely bent, do not yet 
appear in their black and formidable colours; 
. therefore 


[TB q 


1 be wiſe in dme, go back to thy deſerted 
companions, and freely embrace thy forſaken ſports 
and pleaſures, before thou be*ſt too far gone in 
this fond and dangerous way thou art gotten into, 
or elſe thou wilt repent when it is too late. Be- 
ſides theſe aſſaults from the devil, and the con- 
tinual ebullitions of my ſtinking and vile nature, 
which did frequently furround me with new and 
freſh attacks to draw me back again, I met with 
new and unlooked for diſcouragements from my 
relations; who, taking notice- of the great and 
ſtrange change which evidently appeared in me, 
frequently- affailed my weak and poor beginnings 
in piety and religion, with hard ſpeeches and un- 
becoming language againſt that preciſe and ſevere 
courſe of life J had ſo lately embraced, telling me, 
with great aſſeverations, that I ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly bring myſelf to downright madneſs 8 
reading the Scriptures ſo much. | 
Note, reader, by the way, bes Toons an anti- 
pathy there is in the devil, and in unregenerate 
finners, to the ſacred Scriptures; a fſure argument 
that they are the pure and infallible Word of God. 

Theſe things, accompanied with innumerable 
mocks, taunts, and jeers, which on all occaſions 
were heaped on my name and practice, proved 
| Time en, 1 ſtartling and eee 

But the fixed: 8 L had of being PNG | 
to hell to be damned, in caſe I became not and 
— a convert, did e autdo all the 
2 |  oppolitions 
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* which lay, or met me, in my way of 
ſtrict and religious living. On I went, notwith- 


ſtanding the many and great oppoſitions 1 found 
myſelf encompaſſed with, abounding and enereaſing, 


rather than declining or abating, either in duties 
or ardent zeal in doing them. My proficiency i in 
morality, and the advances I made in zeal for the 
church and the liturgy, and ſervice thereof, were 
ſo conſpicuous and manifeſt, that I became the 


talk of almoſt all ſorts of people, eſpecially thoſe 
who ſtood related to my family. Letters and 


1 perſons, who paſt to and fro, giving an account, 
in city and country, what a ſtrange alteration and 
XF 2dmirable change there appeared in their coufin 


J. Barry, and what a great and wonderful practiſer 
of piety he was become. This was fo, noiſed abroad, 
that I could ſcarce look or ſpeak, or paſs in or 
out where people were, but I had ſomewhat or 
other brought into diſcourſe concerning my fox: 
wardneſs and zeal in religion. And notwith- 
ſtanding I was at that time but an hypocritical 
formaliſt, and a painted legaliſt, knowing nothing 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the covenant of grace, no not 
ſo much as in the notion, 7a was frequently 
troubled and . exceedingly alhime to hear men- 
tion made of my activity and zeal in ſerving and 
worthipping God; ſo far was I from either defign= 2 
ing or deſiring 4 make the world Privy to 1 | 


| Intention of going to heaven. 
And that which ſpeaks the thing the more 
lange is, to, conſider the circumſtandes of time 
os a 


tho 4 Sin-Dypairing Saul. 


and place, neither of which e any thing 8 
that might contribute the leaſt part of a motive, 
or an inducement, to put me on looking towards 

or ſo much as thinking of converſion, there being 
no preaching in thoſe parts, the ordinary means 
by which convictions in order to faith and con- 
verſion are effected; nor yet the example or 
advice and council 5 any perſon, which might 

. occaſion in me n FN or ee of 


IS. n 
In this way I cond fiir ave ar or win 


years after my firſt awakenings, frequenting the 
church and its appointed ſervice, and growing 
blind in phariſaical zeal for the moral law and 
divine-ſervice book, until I had, in my own ap- 
prehenſion and conceit, arrived at a high pitch of 
Tonfidence, that I was, beyond all diſpute, really 
converted, and that conſequently 1 ſhould be ſaved, 
1 and go to heaven. Vea, I did frequently reckon 
and account with myſelf, that if but two in the 
world ſhould 80 to heaven I ſhould certainly be 
one of the two; and that becauſe I was, certainly 8 
converted, and had taken fo much and great pains 
in doing good A | ſhunning evil. I had no fear 
or jealouſy lodged in me about God's accepting 
my perſon, and his having regard to my numerous 
"RS - and zealous 1 8 duty, both Fee 
13 - and public. ENT 
My extraordinary ee to W N — : 
And that matehleſs*zeal which appeared in me for 
the 9 * love * veneration 1 had for its 4 
a | : : a. 
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liturgy, ceremonies, 2 and clergy, eſpecially its pre- 


lacy, gave my father and other relations great- 


hopes that I ſhould be an honour to the family, 
and a man ns no Wy e l in ens on of che 


aint 8857 . Ev c 2 e 
= ; 4 . 
{ K «\ * . . ' 5 11 * * ii C34+, War V1 
* 5 

9 : | * 1 % # 
5 1 8 F/ 8 + þ 2 2 7 * * * ? 

— is * 3 Fu WT wt att 8 f wot” — — 

* ith. _ 7 —_— n * * 
— — — — , d 4 

hy © 13 1 . 15 4 $4 

% 1 1 % i N. 

„ * 5 & : By — 2 * 
— ; i448 Fo : * + * * * 

0 7 ö 
* . tz Ys 
* . * —5 + 
* 


0 1 A 7. m. HG 

dane forth ben manner in heed Ab ſpirit f 
bondage ſeized me, in the very height of my confi- 
dence, of being in a good and ſure fate of ſaluation: 
3 fad wot it made with me, and what means: 
J uſed for help and gr ge under its) A and 
fnking e eee . e DE. e 


— 
* 


4 . 


W. HEN 1 was about AAR wat ot age, 
in the very heat and height of my zeal in 
proſecuting that righteouſhels, . conſiſting of that 
negative and poſitive obedience which the law- 
moral enjoins and requires as the condition f 
life and ſalvation, it pleaſed God to ſend forth the 
ſpirit of bondage to ſeize me, to the end I might 
be inſtructed, and fully convinced, how vain my 
confidence of being ſaved and going to heaven 
in that ſelf-pleaſing| way of legal righteouſneſe, 
Was. The manner of it was thus: being, on the 
1 called Eaſter. Monday, at my een e 
N 2 _ pon, 


U 
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ſeized my mind, and e 15 0 of bor 


= 


tion, in the place called Chri/t- Ghuraby.i in Dublin, 
a place J conſtantly frequented to morning and 
evening ſervice, and a place which I more zealouſly 
loved and venerated than any place in the world 
beſides; for that I verily conceited in . myſelf 
was as the very entrance-into heaven itſelf. After 
the ſervice was ended, one Dr. Golborn preached; 

his text Was in EBHE N. v. 14. Wherefore he faith, 
Awake thou that ſleepęſt, and ariſe from the dead, 


and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 


A good and. choice text, hut how well or ill 
handled I mult acknowledge myſelf to have been, 


at that time, a very incompetent judge to fay or 


determine. About the middle of the Sermon, as 


near as I could gueſs, there was darted into my 


mind this ſad and killing thought, viz. that I had 
the day before received the ſacrament unworthily, 
which fad thought was backed with that of 1 Cor. 
xi. 29. For he that eateth and drinketh tmworthily, 
_ eateth and drinketh mw 20 ene not e 
ing the Lords body. | 
- This/ſad and diſmal vents U as L faid, 
with that ſeripture juſt now quoted, and not any 
word ſpoken by the preacher, was that Which 
— 
me. 1 8 #1 $19 72 
N fooner bad I looked this ners or r Fore- 
runner of the ſpirit of bondage in the face, com- 
patiily it with the place already mentioned, but 1 
concluded myſelf a loſt and an aides man, My 


2 * an fright, and. over- 
er 
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whelming conſternation, to think that I was moſt 


certainly damned to all intents and purpoſes, that 


indeed I verily thought all the people in the place 


| were a ſwarm or a legion of devils, which God, in 
revengeful wrath, had ſent from the AO 


pit to guard and attend my guilty ſoul thither. 
The apprehenſions I had of being damned ne 
ſent to hell ſo racked and tormented my ſpirit 
that I found myſelf unable to ſtay tif ſermon was 
ended. Away I ran out of that place to ſhun, as 
T then thought, thoſe fwarms of devils, which 1 


ſtrongly conceived were to guard me to hell. As 


ſoon as I came to my Lord of Santry's, where T 


then lived, I entered my chamber with a fad and 
heavy heart, God knows; and to my knees 1 go, 
with an intent to pray, if ſo be there might be 
any ſcrap of hope of my eſcaping being eternally 


damned. But, alas! what tongue or pen can 


relate the paſs and condition I was then at: my 5 
reaſon, my conſcience, and my very ſpeech, were 


as it were plunged and drowned in the gulph of 
deſpair, ſo that I could neither utter a word in 


prayer, nor yet conſider what I ſhould do:t#7elieve 3 
my bleeding ſoul in that ſore diſtreſs. Ut nor 


abide in my chamber, fearing to ſee and feel the 
devils actually to ſeize me. To the miniſter of 


the pariſh I went, from whoſe hands I received 
the ſacrament but the day before, not knowing but | 


that he might adminiſter ſome kind of relief to one 
in my condition. He, obſerving the ghaſtlineſs of 


= Tools; and taking notice that ſomewhat ailed 
1 | me, 
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me; he aſked me how I did; to which I could not 
reply. He preſſing to know what the matter was, 
Tat length, in a very abrupt and broken manner, 
told him, that I was full of the apprehenſions and 
fears that I was a damned man, and that moe 
was no hopes of mercy for ſuch a one as I was. 
The miniiter, ſomewhat ſurpriſed at fo ſudden 
and ſo great a change ſince but the day before, 
he began to examine what great and heinous ſins 
one of my age, and one in ſo encouraging circum- 
ſtances as I was in, could be guilty, of, which 
ſhould occafion ſuch fad deſpair. He mentioned 
ſome texts of ſeri pture, thereby hoping to have 
given ſome relief to my weary gaſping ſoul, but all 
in vain, God's time of healing being not yet 
come; and finding by my frequent coming to him 
for eaſe and comfort to how little purpoſe he had 
laboured with me, he at length adviſed me to 
ride into the country to viſit my father and other 
relations, and by that means, as alſo by exerciſing 
myſelf with ſuch exerciſe as I formerly delighted 
in, as ſhooting wi th the gun, and angling, to divert 
my melancholy thoughts. This I was glad to hear 
of, my own inclinations leading fo. ſtrongly to it: 
in order to the effecting of which I addreſſed my- 
ſelf to my Lord's houſe-keeper, entreating her to 
a acquaint my Lord, that in regard of ſome preſent 
indiſpoſition under which I laboured, and in order 
to my health, I had not only an inclination, 65 
was adviſed to viſit my father in the country; in 
e whereto, 1 * * een t to acquans 
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his Lordſnip therewith, to the end 1 might abet 
not only his Lordſhip's free conſent, but alſo the 
liberty of a horſe, to perform my intended journey. 
The houſe-keeper no ſooner delivered my requeſt 
to my Lord, but my Lord commands her to call 
me up into his chamber. As ſoon as I received 
the command, I fell immediately into a great ſweat 
and fore trembling; up I went; and being entered 
into the chamber, my Lord locks the chamber- 
door, and laying his hat on a cabinet ſits down in 
his chair, and with an earneſt and piercing eye 


looks on a pretty while before he ſpeaks, I all the 


while ſweating and quaking. At length my Lord 
begins with Fames, what ail you? What is the 
matter? I hear you go privately to miniſters 5. there. 
is ſomewhat: ails you ; What is it? I, perceiving by 


my Lord's diſcourſe, that the miniſter of the pariſh - 


had acquainted my Lord with my caſe, I found 
myſelf far more uneaſy than before. My ſweat 
and tremblings of ſoul encreaſing upon me, my 
Lord continued querying me, What ails you, umets? 
tell me what is the matter. I was ſo overwhelnteds 


/ 


in my ny _ my ſpeech was ſwallowed up; . | 


ſaith Fob vi. 3. But my Lord not letting: 


alone, but wich earneſt importunities preſſing 6% | 


know what I ailed, I at length as a poor gg „ 


demned caitiff hanging by a. twine thread 
hell's mouth, roared out as if my bowels Tag” | 5 n 2 5 
burſt out of my body, crying, with great and un 


utterable groans and tears, My good Lord, dear 
iny Lord, I am afraid Jam an undone creature; 
EA | I am 


— 


Fam a danined man; there is no mercy for me.“ 
My Lord, perceiving by my looks and ſpeech 
that I was in good earneſt effectually wounded, 
with tears in his eyes, and with the greateſt con- 
cernedneſs for me, began to play the ſpiritual phy- 
ſician, aſking me, with great earneſtneſs, what 
groſs and crying fins, as adultery, murder, and 
the like, could one of my years be guilty of, as to 
occaſion my falling into deſpair of mercy. And, 
ſaid my Lord, admit you were guilty of ſuch, and 
greater abominations, what reaſon have you for 
deſpair? You muſt know that Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God, came into the world not to lay a 
load on you, but to take your load off you: quoting 
Mat. xi. 29. Come unto me all ye that are e e 
ae heavy laden, and I will give you ret. * 
With many other texts of ſcripture, noe? eine 
. he laboured to relieve and 
© eaſe my burthened | and ſinking: ſoul, but all in 
vain, God's time of curing my deep and deſperate 
wound being not come. As touching my purpoſe 
of going into the country, my Lord told me I 
might uſe my freedom, but that his judgment and 
advice was, that it were better for me to ſtay than 
to go into the country; and that, becauſe of the 
great diſadvantage which by going would acerue 
do me in the ſtudies. My Lord, having declared 
Es his judgment what had been beſt: for me to do, 
1 I. told his Lordſhip I was refolved tatake his ad- 
| 5 Vie; phe came of me, and accordingly 1 
| - w- Gem 5 00+ Dit rt to $a 4 . 


My ſore — run, a digg ind 
— not. Vea, my Soul refuſed to be com- 
forted! According to the words of the Plalmiſt; 
in the like caſe, Eſal. lxxvii, 2. In the day of 'my 
trouble ¶ fought. the Lord; my\ſore ran in the night; 
and ceaſed nat: my Soul refuſed to be comforted. 
for faſhion ſake, . and for fear my Lord and my 
father ſhould ſuſpe& that I loved idleneſs, rather 
than any love I had thereto, or hopes that ever 
it would turn to en eee to n 
or others. 

When at ad RT Looked ine 2: Ss 

inſtead of heeding or minding what was in the 
book, the eye of my gnawing guilty conſcience 
was fixed on the many ſins J had committed 
againſt God; inſomuch, that all the ſins of my 
youth were, in all their black and aggravating 
circumſtances, laid and held before me as a lodk- 
ing-glaſs, to ſhew me what a monſtrous finger 1 
was: According to that of David, P/al. li, 3. 
for I acknowledge. my traneraſſons, xc is 
ever before me. 

Endleſs were the ediſings, and Fl af ny 
Weary Soul, from one ſad confuſion and _ 
pairing thought to another. Innumerable-w 

the ſorry prayers, ſuch as they were, and = 2 
Auties, which I daily performed, to keep and 
_ relieve my deſpairing Soul, but all in van: 
which cauſed me to conclude that I had ae ö 


much wanting in the trade of works; aud that 
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had I not been ſo, I might have been acquainted 


with peace and comfort before now. To the 
trade of doing L again adqreſſed myſelf; reſoly- 
ing not to omit or leave undone any thing 
which I underſtood, by reading or hearing, to 


be matter of duty. Praying, underſtand by the 


Common Prayer Boot, for I knew no better: 
reading, kane and attending the moſt lively 


preachers, as I thought: frequenting ſacraments; 


giving alms to the poor of what money my 


Lord and other relations handed out to me. 
That place in Dan. iv, 27, Break off thy fins by 


biete, and thine | iniquities' by ſhewing mercy 


tu the poor, was oft in my thoughts, according 


to which I gave away whatever I got: yea, ſo 
addicted to relieve the poor and needy was I, 
that I would give away my very apparel when 


1 had no money. And all this from a Pharaſai- 
cal and ſuperſtitious conceit, that by thoſe acts 
of duty and ſervice I ſhould recompenſe God 
for thoſe ſins which, like a mill-ſtone on the 
. von * into hacks | 


back of a man, were fink! 
gulph of deſparation. _ 
1 did abound more and more in ie 4 


ivburifpect walking according to do ond live, 
the condition and tenure of the Covenant of 
Works, under which I was labouring for life. 
The more. I wrought at the trade of duty, the 
further I found myſelf from peace: which did 


cauſe me to conclude that my caſe was certainly 
. and * it was peculiarly my on; 


* 


and 
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ab that none that belonged. to God was ever 
in ſuch a condition as I found myſelf to be in. 

I then renewed my old practice of going to 
miniſters, acquainting them with the deplorable 
and wretched ſtate and condition I was in; and 
earnaſtly begged their advice and council, what 
one in my ſad circumſtances had beſt to do, in 
order, if it were poſſible, to eſcape eternal dam- 


nation. Ohl that killing word, damnation; 


whenever I heard, read, or thought of it, how 
did it rack and torment my ſpirit! as fearing 
it would be my portion from God for ever. 

As the principle from which I acted, in order 


to healing and cure, was, do and live, ſo theſe 


ſpiritual Phyſicians to whom I addreſſed myſelf 
for council and comfort in this deſpair of ſoul, 


being as ignorant in the miſtery of the new. 


birth as ever was Nicodemus, John iii. 4. they 
put me on doing thoſe duties in and about which 


I had laboured before, even to wearineſs. The 
names of thoſe Dignitaries of the Church to whom 
I applied myſelf, together what their ſayings were, 
are too tedious to relate; and therefore I here 
paſs them by: Only I think fit to acquaint the 
reader with the Rat and ſuperlative ingenuity 


and dexterous ſkilfulneſs in healing a ſin- ſick ſoul 3 
which one of them, above all the reſt, had attained 


to, to his everlaſting fame 122 it ſpoken. * 
| co is thus : 


After I had a the Biſhop, for fn no 


"ther! A — was he, with the fad and lament- 
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that they became fre 


is c for 


ble- condition my foul was in, but he forthwith 
rw me to get a book ſtiled The Whole Duty 
of | Man, and when I; had got it, I ſhould come 
to him for further inſtructions. The book I forth- 
with procured,” and to his Lord Biſhop I repaired; 
who, finding that I had got the book, takes it 
out of my hand, and turning to a prayer ap- 
pointed for one of the night's in the week, 
with great earneſtneſs charged me, that when I whs: 
ready to go to bed that I ſhould be ſure to 


| kneel down by my bed - ſide, and ſay: that prayer; 


the which was done according to his Lordſip's 
directions: but to how great purpoſe I leave the 


Jaditions and experienced Chriſtian to judge. 


Having thus applied myſelf to ſeven or eight 


Or the ableſt and moſt famed" of the Fathers and 
* Dignitaries: of the Church of England then in 


Dublin; and &nding, by woeful and ſad expe - 


nience how little they underftood my caſe, and 


how valtly thort they proved in helping me in 
e eee 


gether deſperate and hopeleſs. 


It is not to be told by ee ents Shi 
Sdokoantlis and agonies accompanied me where-: 
ever I went, and whatever F kt · about; inſomuch 
quent and familiar to me in 


the very night-viſions. The Devil, Hell, dam- 
nationl. wich the manner how the wicked are 
handled in Hell, were things very often preſented | 
tor: my fancy, i in thoſe. ſhort and tormenting 
flumbers whereinto I Tell... Yea, I have ſome- 
| 1 | 5 15 mes 
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times dreamed that I have ſeen and fat myſelf 
in, Helb among the damned, tumbling . and. fink- 
ing. down deeper and deeper, feeling no bottom; 8 
which hath occaſioned me often to think of 
Job's caſe, of which he bitterly complains; Ihen 
I ſay my bed ſhall. comfort me, my couch ſhall; eaſe 
my complaint, then them ſcareft me "with. dreams, 
| terrifieſt. 3 viſions. Job. vii. 135014. 
a it was with Job ſo it was with me; w when 
1 had been even- ſpent with the conflicts and temp⸗ 
tations of the day, I thought ſometimes, and hoped 
at leaſt, that my bed and fleep would eren wid 
and leſſen my pain and inward horror of mind: 
but, alas! I was never wearier of the fatigue. of 
the day. than I was of the reſtleſs. toſſings of 
the night! and that becauſe of thoſe dreams and 
viſions which did, as it were, realize the things 
themſelves to my mind. The conſternation into 
which thoſe ſoul afflicting vifions did put me, 
did often ſtartle me out of my fleep, and cauſed 
in me reſtleſs longings for day-light: and that 
becauſe I could not employ my thoughts about 
any thing but what had a tendency to augment 
my deſpair and miſery. My thoughts running 
out and fixing upon the fins of my youth, think- 
ing how many and black they were: calling to 
mind the advances I had formerly made in the 
way of ſtrict and 5 religion; and, what 
methods and ways I hz A uſed to get beging 
and 1 1 5 and all in vain and to No 9 5 
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me bp to be a prey to the enemy. Someti nes 
in the night, when T could not ſlecp, I heard 


dogs howl and cry - piteouſſy, in the cold wea- 
ther: this I apprehended, was a lively repreſenting 


to the ear the ſhricks-and roarings of the damned 
in Hell. Thus are they in thoſe eternal flames; 


and ſo ſhall 1 e're long. Ohl that 1 could but 
ſee one glimpſe of the morning light! but, woe 


is me, deſerted and forſaken of God, I ſhall be 
with the damned in that place of torment - 'be- 
fore morning! I Thalt never ſee light! Well, 
when, contrary to my fooliſh and wicked thoughts 
and expectations, I had lived to ſee the morn- 
ing light, I would then begin to reaſon” and 
query with myſelf; what 1 had fo earneſtly deſired 


the day for? My day of grace\ is certainly paſt/ 


and gone : there 1 is no mercy in ſtore for ſuch 


a one as I am. All the helps and means of 


op wav had a bleſſing attending them 
r ſpecial good to others, are attended with a 


curſe to me: I am a reprobate: In vain it is 
to pray any more, or ſpend | any more time 
in the duties 'of © religion: : I have had ſad 
experience of that. Under this weight would Te 
lie in my bed, concluding it altogether i in vain 
to ariſe to engage in any duty: This | tempta- 


tion ſo far prevailed chat I did, for a time; 


refrain prayer, and neglect other duties of re- 
. ligion. | From my concluding. that I belonged 8 
not to God, I found myſelf like a dead log, as 


if T had neither life nor foul left in me. Lei 
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petted, ths; every hour, nay Om minute, 
nay, every breath I fetched, to be hurried away 
into the place and company of the damned; 
which cauſed in me ſuch amazement and un- 
uſual horror, that I would creep, like a con- 
demned malefactor, into the chimney- corner, 
among the company; there reſolving to ſtay 
while any ſtaid there, on purpoſe to avoid and 
ſhun thoſe damned ſpirits whom T * 84 
twinkling of an eye to ſee. 

Among my ſad: and deſpairing thoughts con- 


cerning the ineffectualneſs of all means and du- : 


ties to do me good, there did come into my 
thoughts a paſſage which I had read in ſome 
author whoſe name I have forgot; it was this: 
That there are different degrees of torment among 
the damned in Hell. This thing I fixed my 
thoughts on fo long, till I did hence / infer and 
conclude, that ſeeing there are different degrees 
of torment among the damned in Hell, and that 
the, damned exceed each other in the degrees of 
fin, muſt neceſſarily be the ground and founda- 
tion of ſuch a difference: F concluded that = 
leſs ſin I committed, the leſs would be my tor- 
ment in Hell. Now every omiſſion of duty: 


think I, as pr as doing what 1s/ poſitively for- 
bidden in the moral law, is a ſin againſt God; 


and therefore to make my chain the lighter in 


Hell, I am reſolved againſt all known ſin: And 


| accordingly I fell to. works again; perceiving in- 
myſelf no other motive or inducement herete but 
a 5 = | 


* 
* 2 i 
0 
* 


* 
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* expeding, and hoping that, by this means, 
my being in Hell would be made more tolerable 
and eafy than that of other reprobates. By this 


I as to final deſpair, in YE pry thoughts 49d 
8 apprehenſions. 1 2 10 


met with in the time of my bondage, none 
more racked and tormented my ſpirit than thoſe 
| hideous and abominable thoughts which, by the 
Devil were, like fiery and poiſoned arrows, in- 
jected into my mind ʒ ſometimes againſt the holy 
Scriptures, as that they were not the word of 
God, but the cunning and politic inventions of 
men, deviſed and contrived by ſome to awe. and keep 
others in ſubjection. This temptation cauſed no 
ſmall: anguith and perturbation in ny mind, but 
did not continue long; for though fad. and deſ- 
pPerate I thought my caſe to be, I was, enabled 
to conſider what a mighty power went along with 
the Scriptures, in diſcovering my moſt ſecret 


corruptions, and putting my conſcience and ſpi- 
en d forlake them. . This very 
. conſideration that the word which diſcovered. to. 
me my vain and ſinful thoughts, and condemned. 
. lach captivating horror and fear; for the ſame 


knowing and ene God, el foil n repel 
| my * — tn 5396 Fog 
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very thing it, will eaſily be underſtood how near 


But among all i the. ee 2nd. ene 1 


1 


rit into ſuch fear of what would enſue, in caſe 


the ill life I had led; and that laid me under 


muſt needs be the word of an infinite, all- 
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No ſooner had the firſt temptation been over, 


but a ſecond immediately enſues ; which was, 


that there is no ſuch thing as a God in nature; 
and that men's believing and profeſſing the be- 
ing of a God, was more from uſe of cuſtom, 


and from the ſtrong workings of fancy, than 
from any * truth, grounded on ſenſible ex- 


1 | 


Oh! the fad concuſſion this efaptation gave 


to the powers of Nature: I was ſo ſtrangely in- 
fluenced by it, that I ſolemnly profeſs 1 felt 


myſelf finking, and juſt tottering to fall off my 


feet: all over in a muck ſweat, with a ſtrange 


_ ſhivering and trembling in all the powers and 


parts of ſoul and body. But making to a win- 


the window with my elbows, and ſo bore up my 


body from falling, which otherwiſe had un- 


doubtedly ſunk down under its preſent load and 
weight, occaſioned by that temptation. Remains. 


ing for ſome little ſpace in a horrible trembling” 
and amazing conſternation of ſpirit, I looking 
out into the garden, began to eonſider and reaſon 
with myſelf thus: How came theſe trees to grow 
thus orderly in this place ? who reared or built 


dow looking into a pleaſant garden, I leaned on 


theſe: ſumptuous buildings ? Surely not theme 


ſelves: why then, think I, if not themſelves, 
then of neceſſity they muſt ſpring from ſome 
cauſe higher and more noble than themſelves, 


vir. man! Then, from the conſideration of _ 
trees and the buildings I began to exerciſe ly, 
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thoughts ahout man, and other living creatures; 
thinking thus; And how came man, and theſe 
other living creatures, to have a being; ſurely, 
think I, they could neither form nor quicken 
themſelyes; and if ſo, then of neceſſity there 
muſt be ſome cauſe of their being and living, 
which is higher and more excellent than ths 7 
Which can, thinks my reaſon, be no other but 
an infinitely gfarious God. And this, ſaid rea- 
ſon in me, might be evinced, not only by con- 
ſidering the particulars already. mentioned, but 
by conſidering: the frame of the world, and the. 
ſtrange: preſervation. of . all gs therein; and 
the wonderful government of t e ſecond cauſes 
wherewith the world abounds. * 8 
Theſe, and ſundry others af the like argu. 
a ments, "proved ſo ſtreng and nervous to con- 
vince me that of necęſſity thery n; 11 a on Z 
that the temptation © vaniſhed, | 
The Devil perceiving himſelf foiled- in this at. 
tempt, he ſets furiouſſy on me with blaſphemous 
thoughts; repreſenting God in ſuch vile ſhapes, 
and hideous. and baſe; ideas to my mind, that 
were I to undergo the utmaſt: of miſery that 
_ > creatures are capable of-infliging, or 1 capable 
of ſuffering, Ido humbly. hope, in Chriſt's. 
"ftrength, I ſhauld: unſpeakably ; chooſe rather to 
= he. racked 19 death than but once - 40. name 
= them; ſo vile, hideous,: and horrible were they: 
ET TOONE: Troy 2 825 rd 1. 
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. vengeful malice of the Devil againſt the ma- 
jeſty of God, than from the corruption and pra- 
vity of nature. Theſe things I do but glance 
or touch at, not from any delight I take in 
the remembrance of them, but rather for the 
relief of ſome poor tempted, deſpairing ſoul, 
who probably may be conflicting with the ſame 
fiery aſſaults; [concluding within themſelves, as 
I often did, that none belonging to God could 
ever be poſſeſſed with - ſuch black and diſmal 
thoughts. Oh! the ghaſtlineſs and fearful tremb- 
lings: Oh! the ſweats and wearineſs of my 

very life, which theſe Satanical injections cauſed 
in me; a ſure and convincing argument they 
were immediately from the Devil, and none 
elſe; the ſins flowing from the pravity of na- 
ture being commonly rather pleafing and de- 
bghtful than amazing and terrifying to nature“. 
eilt is the conſtant practice of that Infernal Accuſer of 
the Brethren, when once he has filled the awakened mind 
with hard, vile, and blaſphemous thoughts againſt the ever- 
bleſſed God, his dear Son, the Spirit of all grace, the word 
of God, or his ways and worſhip, to father or charge all 
his baſe. ſuggeſtions to the ſuffering captive, and accuſe 


bim of them as if they were his own crimes, that — | 
| from this heart, without his agency; whereas himſelf is 


the father of them all; they being ſo hateful to the fouls * 


and oppoſed by the whole bent of the awakened mind, and 
reſiſted by very feeble effort that a finking ſinner in ſuch - 
circumſtances can make. The diſtinction this Author makes 
petween man's natural corruption and Satan s fiery darts, is 
very beautiful and ſtriking, and may be of uſe under; God 
40 _y poor trouble] and-confuſed reader. W. H. 8. th” 
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In this ſad condition I continued fo long, till 
my very animal ſpirits were even drunk up, and 
the radical moiſture of my body waſted by that 
burning inflamation which I ſenſibly felt invade 
and poſſeſs my body, The pitiful and deplora- 
ble ſtate I was in, both in reſpect of my ſoul, 


God for the breach of his royal law, and, as l 
verily concluded, given up to Satan by God in 


my frequent faſtings, others verily coneluding 


| * load I lay under. 


Jp 
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which I found was invaded by the terrors of 


a judicial way, to be poſſeſſed by him: as alfa 
in reſpect of my bady, in which the fad ſymp. 
toms of my approaching doom did, as I verily 
thought, hourly appear: ſuch as the growing and 
encreaſing of that burning inflamation already 
mentioned; decay of my ſight, which neceſſitated 
the uſe of ſpectacles at the age of 25 years; the 
- loſs of my ſmelling and taſting for about three 
months, with a great decay of my hearing: 8a 
ghaſtly a fight was I to behold, that I became a, 
ſpeQacle of wonderment to all the family where 
I lived; ſome concluding: that I was ſtarved by 


. — 


that evil ſpirits haunted me, which cauſed ſuch N 
Shalliy looks, and my body to. bend and bow to, - 
wards crookednels, ſo heavy and ſores l = | 
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CHAP, Iv: 


2 — how the ſpirit of adoption ſucceeded the 
Spirit of bondage, and what rs effects enſued 


my 


H E lat diy of my bondage flats, when” 
I looked for "nothing but a going down to 
the ee, hell; in the unconceivable horror, 
and amazing mae ee of my ſpirit, there was 
a place of ſcripture - which run in my thoughts 
from morning to bed-time:' The place of ſcrip- 
ture was, Eſa. xliii. 25. J, even I, am he, that Dots 

teth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own bY JO 
will not remember thy fint. 

- This ſcripture got ſuch hold of ane ER, WY 
thong that albeit I no more underſtood. the 
ſenſe or meaning of the Spirit of God in it, or how - 
it came into my mind that day, than a pagan, 
that never knew any thing of the true God. I 
could not poſſibly keep my thoughts fixed on any 
thing all the day but on that very ſcripture. | Rol- 

ling and tumbling the bare words in my thoughts | 
inceſſantly; thus, I, even I, am he, that blotteth aut 
thy tranſgreſſions for mine own- ſake, and will. not 
remember thy fins. I, even I, am he, that blotteth out 
thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, and will. not 
remember thy fins, And ſo all the day till bed- 
time. I was ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at the change . 


which I ee in myſelf, in reference to my 
6 E 3 5 thoughts” 
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thoughts about the ſcriptures : for whereas before, 
during the ſtate of my ſpiritual bondage, which 
was between three and four years, I could think of 
no ſcriptures but ſuch as treated of damriation, of 
falling away, and of ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
always applying the ſame to myſelf, deſperately 
concluding that my own doom was in thoſe terrible - 
ſcriptures ſet forth and diſcovered. I that day for- 
got thoſe terrifying ſeriptures, and could, as I faid, 
think of nothing but that place in Ea. xliii. 25. 
above mentioned; and that without the leaſt ap- 
prehenfion what the ſenſe of the Spirit in theſe 
words fhould be, or how or wherefore that ferip- 
ture - ſhould make ſuch a forceable- entry on my 
mind and thoughts, as to to eje& and banifh-from 
my thoughts and remembrance, the other terrible 
ſeriptures; by the wrong application of which, my 
ſtate and condition became as to my own ſenſe and 
thoughts equal to that of the damned. _—_ 
At night after my Lord had ſupped, and white 
the inferior of the family were at ſupper, I ſtole my 
opportunity, reſolving in myſelf that none ſhould 
know where I was, or ſuſpe& what I was about: 
- up. ſtairs I got without a candle, the night being 
moonſhine, I was all of a fweat, and a ſtrange hor- 
ror felt on me, occaſioned by the conceit and ap 
prehenfion.F had that the devil accompanied me 
up ſtairs, whoſe ſteppings along with mine I ſtrong- 
Iy imagined I heard, which cauſed me to keep my 
eyes cloſed for fear I ſhould ſee the devil in a viſi- 
ble ſhape. While I was unlocking the Ty 
. | FS 7 > door, 
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door, I found the horror and fright under which I 
laboured greatly to encreaſe, the devil ſuggeſt- 
ing that he would either pull me back from enter- 
ing into the chamber; or elſe. that he would enter 
along with me to hinder or diſtra& me in my in- 
tended devotion. All this while the place of ſerip- 
ture above. mentioned ran ſtill in my thoughts as 
before. Being entered into my chamber all in a 
ſweat and unuſual conſternation of ſpirit, I ſtood 
before the bedſide where I uſed to kneel in pray- 
ing, and with my-eyes-cloſed as I was taking my- 
{elf to taſk, endeavouring to recolle& my memory 
where I had been that day? With what company 
I had converſed? What duties I had knowingly 
omitted? And what immoralities I had any ways 
conſented to? All on a ſudden I found the eyes of 
my underſtanding ſo clearly enlightened that I was 
enabled to know and underſtand the meaning of 
that place of ſcripture which run all that day in my 
thoughts. A ſcripture than which the whole Book of 
God, could not afford a more ſuitable text for the de- 
figh therein; which was to debaſe the creature, and to 
extol and to advance the grace and mercy of the 
moſt high Jehovah ; who alone, excluding all 
others „ is God over all, bleffed for evermore. | 
I was from the time of my firſt awakening as 
above mentioned poſſeſſed of an opinion, that con- 


verſion conſiſted in an external or out ward | 


mation of the life, and that it was in the power © 1 
? the creature to effect the ſame: And my by tes 5 
E * .  —_—_— 8, 
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penting of the by-paſt follies of youth, and by a 
ſtrenuous and zealous conſtancy in walking {trialy 
-aceording to the precepts of the moral law, both 
negatively and poſitively for the time to come, I 
was then under the predominancy of a legal ſpirit, 
and acting under the covenant of works; looking 
with the bond-woman's children for juſtification 
_ life eternal in the way of good works; reck- , 
oning it the only ſure and ſafe way to expe f 
N — by performing the conditions of the cove- 
nant of works, and abounding in ſuch perſonal 
(qualifications as might render me acceptable to 
God: of which I have often thought I had as great 
meaſure as any man now living I ſhall not in- 
d on the particulars of thoſe inherent qualificati- 
ons, Wherein J am apt to believe I did match, if 
not outſtrip, the ſtricteſt moraliſt I know, who is 
yet in his natural ſtate. In ſhort, I was exceeding _ 
zealous in the law, not in the leaſt underſtanding 
the ſpiritual meaning thereof, or how mitſerably 
wretched I was, by reaſon of its condemning ſen. 
| tence, againſt not only my worſt but alſo againſt | 
my moſt refined a&s of morality. I did then as 
000 to many do at this day of goſpel light, viz 
= <q up the _—_ of the law in e che wh 25 
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bare letter of the law; he found the wrath of God, the curſe. 
of God, the ſentence of death, the ſpirit of bendage, the 


4 yy 4 the Ts, 388 fears and horrors of hell, 
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But ſo it pleaſed God, that by his enabling me 
to underſtand the mind of his Spirit in that text, I 
ſoon became coviticed that T had taken wrong 
methods,” in order to get from under the law's 
curſe, and to have a ſettied peace in myſelf. The 
courſe J had taken for relieving my wounded and 
ſinking ſpirit, I perceived to be directly contrary 
to the goſpel way of ſaving loſt ſinners. I was all 
for doing and working; and the more works 1 
dad, the farther 1 found myſelf from true peace. 
and comfort. My chief and only work now was 
believing, in the Son of God, in whom alone that 
righteouſneſs is to be found which reconciles a 
finner to an offended God. From that text above- 
mentioned the Covenant of God's Free Grace in 


Chriſt, was explained and laid open before the 
eyes of my e underſtanding; A terms 


. 


levelled at him by the Jn Fo 8 0 the uw had e 
the guilt and filth of his ſoul, and brought him in guilty of 


death and damnation. And I believe that ſome in our days 


who, in word, make it their only rule of life, would find 
that the law would allow of no indwelling ſin, no not even 
in the believer, much leſs finful words and actions in bond 
children who are under it. It is holy, perfect, Juſt, and 
good, and nothing but perfection can ſtand before it; and 
that they would find, if they did but make it the rule of their 
thoughts and deeds, in reality, as well ag in words. Bleſſed 
be God 22 are delivered from the law ; and, if delivered, we are 

not under that yoke. Vea, we are become dead to the laws; and, _ 


if ſo, it will be hard to prove that we are alive to it as our 


only. rule of life. We are neither to walk by fight; nor ſerve 
in the oldneſs of the letter, We are to walk by Jann, Aud "ck * 
. W. H. — 0 EY 
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. found were as far wide of, or cont 
to, the way to which the covenant of works direc 
for attaining life eternal, as the eaſt i is 1 the 

wedſt, or as heaven is from hell. 

The work of the Spirit in „ Chriſt 
to me from that text, and his drawing me to 

cloſe with Chriſt, ſo diſcovered; was ſo full of 
amazing and aſtoniſhing wonderment, and ſur. 

, *prizing raviſhment of ſoul, that I am no more able 
to expreſs or relate the ſame, than I am able to 

find out the dimenſions of the ſun, or to give * 

exact account of the number of the ſtars. Wc 

There was held, as it were, a court of. enquiry 

An my ſoul. The Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of love 
and liberty, delivered me from that legal ſpirit of 

8 bondage by which I was chained, to the wound- 
ing, killing, and terrible ſentence of the law, and 
operated as the ſpirit of adoption, to conſummate 

a ſweet and bleſſed marriage between the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, God's only Son by eternal and in- 
= | effable generation, and a poor loſt and undone 
1 H 9 prodigal, who, as Adam s child, was born heir of 
itte curſe, partaker of a nature as vile and polluted 
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as hell itſelf could make it; and whoſe caſe and 
5 condition, in reſpe& of inward horror and de- 
33 ſpair of ſoul, differed but little, at leaſt as I thought 
_— and believed, from that of the damned in hell. wg | 
| ___ » 'Bix things this bleſſed Spirit of N did | 
| „ effect, in order to conſummate this match: 
_ - Fit, He diſcovered and made known 46 6 me 
_ who the Lord Jefus, held forth 1 in the goſpel, » ts 
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from whence he came, —_ to what end the Father 2 


ſent him. 
Secondly, He made WER diſcoveries to me f 
Chriſt's almightineſs to ſave, and reconcile to 


| God, the worſt and moſt wretched of ſinners ; and 
that the righteouſneſs which he, as Mediator be- 


tween God and ſinners, hath wrought, is the alone 
righteouſneſs by which a ſinner is to be juſtified 
and accepted of God; and that in a way of believ- 
ing, though not for Denen that God, for the 
ſake and merit of his Son's obedience to the law, 
both active and paſſive, doth frankly and freely 
pardon and forgive the poor rebel's 


committed againſt the moral law, as if he had 


never committed them; and accounting the whole 
of that righteouſneſs of Chriſt, both active and 


| paſlive, as truly the ſinners as if the ſinner had 


perſonally performed the ſame himſelf, and hat | 
in a way gf free imputation. _ 

Thirdly, He perſuaded my beet chat God e 
Father, againſt whoſe law I had ſinned, and whoſe 
anger and curſe for the ſame I feared, was really 
willing and deſirous that I ſhould be reconciled to 
Himſelf, by the virtue of his Son's mediation; 


aud that by my betaking myſelf to him, and caſt- 


ing my weary-and ſinking ſoul on him, to be 
introduced into his preſence; and by his ſpotleſs 
comlineſs put on me, I might be made amiable 


and acceptable in the ſight of God. 


Fourthly, He diſcovered to me, and — 


= heart of, the full and compleat proviſion made 
LY 5 Iv Fane 
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by God, and made known in the covenant of 
grace, for the making compleatly and eternally 


happy thoſe ſouls who are enabled to believe and 


”"_ on Chriſt Jeſus for life and ſalvation. 

| In reſpect of theſe and the like diſcoveries which 
av Holy Ghoſt makes to the ele& in effectual 

calling, and between that and their arriving at 

glory, he is-ftiled the Spirit of Manifeſtation, and 

of Revelation. 1 Cor. xii. 7. 10 xvi. 14. xvii. 6, 

Epbeſ. i i. 17. 


_ Gifthly, He interrogated or queried of my foul 


a follows: 

4: 1. Ait thou become truly and eil ſenſi: 
ble and convinced that thou art, by departing from 
and inning againſt God, an undone, miſerable, 


and guilty creature, having loſt his bleſſed image 


ſtamped on thee, in Adam, thy natural and fædral 
head, in the firſt creation? and being now become 
obnoxious to God's curſe, and the wrath to come; 


and partaker of ſuch: a ſpiritual -impotency as 


renders thee utterly uncapable of doing any thing 


whereby thou mayeſt be delivered out of thy pres 

ſent forlorn condition: Art thou convinced that 

* thy miſery is of thy own bringing upon thee? 
Sinner anſwers: O/ thou moſt holy, Juſt, and 


Wen God, by the light mow ſprung from 


thee, the fountain of all light, into my dungeon. liłe 

foul, I plainly: ſee what a wretch I am become, m 

| way like what thou al. firſt made ms in Adam. 1 
am likewiſe fully convinced, that this my miſery was 


„ en me by my every er voluntary defection 


. 
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to the motion of the tempter. 


and merit of thy ſinning againſt a holy and righ- 
teous God is? What canſt thou fay againſt 


lion of thine againſt his holy and righteous Law. 


righteous God, who canſt not poffibly act amiſs in 


that by. my departing from and rebelling againſt 


with the apoſtate angels, whoſe conduct and wretched 


ſpecifical difference between the torments and miſeries 
of that place, and what I felt in myſelf while ſhut up 


gogue' thereof. - 


Mediator, which I have propoſed and Gone, 
to thee in the goſpel? Doſt thou, think, 6 


and apoſtacy, when, in Adam's Joins, I Joff elle 


2. Art thou convinced of what the real deſert 


God's caſting thee into hell, for that helliſn rebel» 
Sin. Anf. - O #hou+ mat holy and everlaſtingly 


any thing thou deft with thy creatures. I am, by 
the convincing power of thy holy Spirit, made ſenſable 


8 by Majeſty, I have forfeited that right I had in 
Adam to all good, ſpiritual and temporal, "And, 
| ſhouldſt thou caſt me into hell, and aſſign me my portion 


example I followed, when I. turned my back on thee; 5 
thou art and wilt for ever be and remain a juſt, 

a holy, and a moſt righteous God,; my miſery i is of my: | 
cn procurement; and ſo far am I from refletting on 
thee as unjuſt, ſhouldſt thou throw me from thee fore 
ever, that I am amazed- and: aſtoniſhed to think F 
Should be ſo long out of bell, The place where I ſomes * 
times. even longed to be, to try whether there was any: * 


in thy law's priſon, under the nen bis prda- i 
8. Haſt thou ci. po: 9 abbot: 


*; 
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thou be perſuaded, that he can do thy work for 
thee, fave thee from the curſe and wrath to 
come? 'and not only fo, but to reſtore thee, and 
bring the back again to the favour and fellowſhip 
of God? Doſt thou ſee in him an 1 fix, 
ableneſs to anſwer all thy neceſſities ? 


end fixed on that Mediator, that I can have no 


heaven or earth ; never did, neither can men or 
angels, behold or ſee ſuch an object, except himſelf. 
be angels, and all the glory of the quhole creation, 
are but darkneſs and deformity when compared to his 


ſence ] had the firſt glimpſe of him, as held forth and 
diſcovered by thy divine and efficacious menifeftation, 
T have forgotten my miſery ; and the fearful thoughts 
of bell and damnation, are ſwallowed up of the 
thoughts and apprehenfions I have of his ſuitableneſi 
10 anſwer the . condition 7 ** es as 
4 . 
4. Haſt thou n BOP afar him 0 a 
_ - to like him, and chooſe him for thy Reconciler 
and Saviour? What ſayeſt thou, poor ſinner? 
Wilt thou have him for thine own? *Tis perſonal 
propriety in him that makes the thoughts and 
fight of him raviſhing and enriching for ever. 
Sinner anſwers: O tremendous and aftoniſhing 
myſtery of Divine Grace,” in ſending forth from tht 
gona _e 5 ps . _ * 7 a R tht 
| "of 


3 


leiſure, or ſpare time, te look on any other object in 


| ſurpaſſing and incomparable amiableneſ; and leyelineſs, fi 


en > i Mo OSS, ent A 
SD * n FP r 91 
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Sinner anſwers: O Lord! My eyes are ſo intent 5 
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by his illuminating virtue and quidbening power I 


| as ſhould both beget in me a liking to his perſon,” and 
likewiſe cauſe in me @ burning deſire to be united and 
married ta him: I am indeed fick of love to him, and 


myſtical union to his mojt holy aud glorious perſon can 
ſatisfy my thir/ting ſoul. 


have the whole honour of ſaving thee, by his own 


neſs of a meer creature can ſtand before the bar of 
God's infinite and incomprehenſible holineſs, and 
1 to abide ſuch a trial as ta be judged fit and ſuffi. 
W cient to juſtify a ſinner before God, ſeęing that the 
righteouſneſs to Which ſuch honour i is reſerved and 


aſſigned, muſt be the righteouſneſs: of God, and 


mix or join any thing of their own, or other 


as creatures, with his immaculate and all-ſufficient 


| righteouſneſs. The whole and entire work of 
as WY reconciling and ſaving ſinners, is devolved on him 
ler alone. He will admit of na competitor in this 


er! work, to which the Father hath called and anointed 


nal him; and the which he himſelf, as vademony and 


md fy for God's ele, hath undertaken 'to. go 2 
; through and perform. What ſayeſt thou finger? 1 


bing Art thou willing to ſubmit to this? 
, | Sinner anſwers : O thou Holy of Hobes !- 2 I hi 
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che have ſuch a ſaving /ight of Chriſt, the Saviour, 


filled with fuch defi res after him, as nothing ſhort a 


< Art thou willing that this Mediator ſhall 


mediatorial righteouſneſs. Far, as no righteouſ, 


alſo the righteouſneſs of a finleſs man; ſo this 
Mediator will become a Saviour to none who will | 


* 4 * 4 
„ 
* 
„ 
” Ty 
x 
$5; 


and lad * little need Fd Joming any "I of 
: V 


. FOR muſt expect, and look to meet with, if thou 
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my oon, or other creatures, to the compleat and pers 
fect righteouſneſs of this Mediator, that I am reſolved 
10 look no where elſe for a righteouſneſs whereby to be 
Juſtified and ſaved. I am fully convinced, that as be 
needs no coadjutor to help him out in this work of 
feving finners, ſeeing he is the Holy and Almighty One. 
of God, able to ſave to the uttermoſt ;, ſo I. ſee nothing 
like a legal righteouſneſs which can anſwer the demand 
of the Arict and righteous law of Cad, either in my. 
el, or any other meer creature whatſoever. Whats 
ever, therefore, is or can be ſuggeſted or objected by 
the devil or carnal reaſon, againſt this righteouſneſy 
=; his, as inſufficient to ſave, I am, by Strength from 
above, fixedly reſolved to caſt my Weary bleeding ſoul 
55 thereon, come life, come death. 
6. There is a thing called the Croſs, which 


_ reſolve to live and reign with Chriſt in heaven 
hereafter. Thou muſt look to part with all that 
in this world is near and dear ta thee, for his 
fake and the goſpels. Thou mult ſacrifice thy 
reputation and credit among men. Thou muſt 
become willing to be accounted a fool, a madman, 
a turbulent fellow, an enemy to, Cæſar, a ſeparatilt 
from the church, Thou muſt not think or look 
to be advanced to worldly wealth and honour, if 
thou tread in thoſe ſteps: of Chriſt which leads 
to the heavenly glory. He went to heaven, an- 
tipodes to this vain world wherein thou art; 16 
muſt thou, if thou deſireſt to meet him in heaven. 


Tuou muſt expedt and look to have all the _ 
| I ſet 


** 
Py 
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let agalnſt thee for thy witneſſing to the truth, 
and condemning the errors and wickedneſs of the 
world. Thou muſt expect and look to be caſt off 
by father, and all fleſhly relations, for his and the 
goſpel's ſake. Thou wilt, for following Chriſt in 
the ways of holineſs, be accounted an hypocrite, 5 
ſelf-conceited and a ſelf-juſtifying- preciſian, and 
proud phariſee, and that by the greateſt phariſees 
of the times. The powers of darkneſs will all 
combine againſt thee to beſiege and fight againſt 
thee; and yea, the very face of Providence; hall 
+ ſeem to frown and look black on thee, to try 
whether thou wilt ſtick faithfully to Chriſf and the 
goſpel. And, finally, if God call thee to leave all, 
and rather to lay down thy life than to leave and 
| loſe Chriſt, thou muſt trample them all under thy | 
feet, prefering Chriſt before father, mother, brethren, 
wife, and children, though never ſo dearly beloved; 
yea, and thy very life too. What ſayeſt thou to 
this; finner ? Wilt thou venture on dais or taking; 
Chriſt on theſe terms? _ 85 
Sinner anſwers : Fur ever bleſſed and holy Lond: 5 
Cod] thou knoweft how hard. this taſk is for fleſh- 
atdeblpod, and not only hard, but even impoſſible ; jet 
ronſfidering the abſolute neceſſity of the choice now laid 
before me, and in regard of that Divine Power. 
| whereby I find my heart. made willing to make choice” 
of Chriſt on the terms now mentioned. I defare to 
chooſe and have. him ; let God do. with: me, and all: 
that is dear to me, * he pleaſeth, fo he give me 
his C hri N. I am 7 apprehenſive of the feet and 
F foul. 
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efenriching advantages which accompany the roſe, 
that I am very unwilling to be exempted from it, if F 
may have my own" choice. I, therefore, through the 
Divine Spirit's gracious power enabling me hereto, do 
yield my free and full conſent to this maichleſs match ; 
caſting myſelf on him, when actually married to him, 
in a way of humble dependance, for ſtrength and 
power to act and ſiſfer in a way of duty, whatever 
becomes his diſtiple and follower : And, oh! that 
God above, with Chriſt and _ _ bel, mi _ 
Jay Amen to it. 

Matters being thus propofed by ans Holy Ghoſt, a 
and I, the worſt and moſt unworthy of ſinners to 
be ſaved, being endued with power from him to 

' eloſe with the propoſals made, 1 immediately felt. 
my whole heart and foul. quickened | within me, 
and drawn out to an effectual cloſing with Chriſt 
in the offers of the goſpel, like a ſhip. ſticking i in 
the ſand, which no ſtrength or art of men can ſet 
afloat, till the full ſpring-tide come and ſet her 
afloat, carrying her forth into the broad ocean. 
The quickening virtue of tlie Holy Ghoſt, and the 
attracting power of the Lord Jeſus, drew me to 
believe in him; my foul crying out, with a filent 
and a ſtill voice, My Lord and my God, thou art 
mine to ſave me, and I am thine to ſerve thee. 
Hereupon I felt, as it were, another Spirit put 
into me, whereby I was enabled to underſtand and 
know the deſign of the great God i in 8 o i 


at a ke to 2 ww EC 
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The Holy Ghoſt within me witneſſing to his 
own work now wrought in my ſoul; and ſealing 
me to the day of redemption in believing, I felt a 
torrent of unſpeakable joy come from above, flow- 
ing in upon me in ſuch manner and meaſure as I 
believe no ſaint or angel in heaven, can ſet 1 
or expreſs as I felt it. * 
| _ Hereupon I fell into an holy careſs 25 deine 
rapture of unexpreſſible joy, with theſe eee 
and expreſſions within myfelt: * 
O What a change is this which TI now ſenſe 3% | 
| feel? A dead finner brought to life again; a rebel 
and a fugitive from God brought home and reconciled 
by the blood of the Lamb ; a priſoner and a captive, 
held ſo long under the killing terrors of the law, and 
unmerciful uſurpations and infernal aſſaults of the 
powers of darkneſs, ſet free and nanumitted by the 
Deliverer of God's elect. : 


: 


of unbelisf, who a while fince would ſhun and hy . 
| from God, if he knew how, for fear of his frowns, 
and the curſe due for the breach of his law, now 
ready to ſhoot himſelf into heaven, and whimper and 
cry * a child till he be m_ in the Hon of God's 7 


| love. 


0h ! 'my ol: A Who could Have thought of this, 


ſo deeply, and when the apprehenſions lodged in thee 
of thy being a reprobate, and - forſaken f God, dei 
livered thee up to deſperation ! the very portal or 
. into hell itſelf / Where am F? What 4s the 
. F 2 matter? 


An undone forlorn ſinner, ſhut up n the ee . | 


wha the irons of the law's ſeverity had pierced thee | 


. 
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matter ? What am 1 doing? What ſuch: a one at 7 
ſaved? Is it poſſible? Can it be? Am I not under a 
ſatanical dream or deluſion? Lord help me to knaw i 6d 
it be a deluſion, and undeceive mne. 
Here I was at a ſtand for a little ſpace; it was 
occaſioned by my calling to mind what a deceitful 
enemy the devil is, and how near he can go in 
: imitating. the Spirit of God, in cauſing flaſhes of 
Joy in the ſoul of an awakened ſinner, and think- 
ing, at the ſame time, whether mine was not ſo. 
The Spirit of Adoption, who began his good 
and bleſſed work in my foul, did not leave me in 
this cloud; but by his own elucidating and heart- 
| ſearching virtue and power, brings to my thoughts 
and conſideration all the objections which either 
devil, or carnal reaſon, could poſſibly make againſt 
my being ſaved by Chriſt, and by manifeſting the 
Father's decree and purpoſe concerning me in 
eternity, and laying open the nature and deſign of 
the coyenant of grace, and the every way all-ſuffi- 
= 5 ciency of the Lord Jeſus to go through with: the 
| | 1 work he hath undertaken” for me. He fully 
—_ pals SEP all objections, and confuted the falſe and 
; ſophiſtial, reaſonings brought in by Satan and cor- 
_ rupt reaſon againſt my being faved, as he moſt 
| powerfully convinced me of fin, and the miſery 
8 Which thereby I brought upon myſelf; and that I 
= 7 when he diſciplined me with bondage to fit me for 
1 the Great Phyſician, ſo likewiſe as the Spirit of 
Adoption, he as powerfully convinced me of that 


e and everlaſting 6 of the Medi- 
: | ator, 
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ator, God- man, by and for which I was juſtified in 
the perſon of my Surety, when at his reſurrection 
God the Father juſtified and acquitted him from 
all charge of fin, whereto he became liable and 
obnoxious. when he.ſtruck hands with the Father 
as a Surety for me, and the reſt of the ele&. 

I he twelve things here following he particularly 
aſſured me of, and that as fully and ſenſibly as 
ever I was ſenſible. that k ſaw natural light or 


darkneſs. 
1. He aſſured me chat I was one of that number 


whom God the Father ele&ed and choſe to himſelf 
in Chriſt out of the corrupted maſs of fallen man- 


kind, arid that before time began; and that my 5 
name was recorded i in N in the Lamb's book „ 
of life. | „ 


2 Fe e me that my ſins and tranſgreſſions 
committed againſt the law and Majeſty of Heaven, 
were all laid to the ſcore of Chriſt, by God the 

Father, and by him, as my vademony and Surety, 
born and ſatisfied for. He made reconciliation for 
iniguity, and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. _ 

3. He aſſured me that the debt whichgl had 

contracted both in Adam, my natural and fæderal + 
head, and in my own perſon, was fully paid and 
actually diſcharged by my ſponſor and ſurety, 
Chriſt, by his obeying and keeping the law per- 
fectly for me, and his bearing and undergoing in 
my nature the curſe and wrath of God, to which 
by fin I became obnoxious, and thus redeemed ne 
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from all iniquity, and from the curſe 7 the law, by 
being made a curſe for me. 

4. He aſſured me that God the Father, is fully 
ſatiafied with that obedience, actiye and paſſive, of 


his own Son, and that it is for the worth and 


merit of that obedience that God juſtifies and ac. 


_ cepts, as pleaſing to him, both me and the reſt of 


his elect, for whom alone that obedience was per- 
formed; as it is written, In him ſhall all the ſeed of 
Iſrael be juſtified, and in him they ſhall glory. 

F. He affured me that all my fins, how many 
and great ſoever, are frankly and freely forgiven 
and pardoned as if they had never been com- 
mitted ; and that not for any act done by me, 


| Hake believing on Chriſt, or repenting for ſin, 


nor yet for the forrows and miſeries I underwent. 
while under the ſpirit of bondage, or for any 
ſcrvice to which 1 ſhould be called while in a 


- militant ſtate, but for his own name and glory's. 


fake, and on the account of what his Son, my 
Mediator and Irs had Hong and luſterod. 1 in 
my behalf. ; 

6. He aſſured me chat God the Father wad me 


| hh a real and an endeared love, before I was 
called out of a ſtate of nature; and that the reaſon 


why he handled me fo roughly by the ſpirit of 


bondage, was not becauſe he hated me, as the 


devil and carnal reaſon ſuggeſted, or that he might 


in any meaſure fatisfy his vindicative juſtice. for 


my fins, that being done long before I had a per- 
ſonal Apt but that he might make me the more 
nn 
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ſenſible how hateful ſin is to him, being ſo con- 


trary to his pure, ſpotleſs, and bleſſed Nature, and 


ſo repugnant and contradictory to his holy, juſt, 
and moſt righteous law. As alſo ſo deſtructive 


to his elect, whom he ſo dearly loves: alſo that I 


might know, and become for ever ſenſible how 


unſpeakably wretched and deplorable that ſtate and 


condition is, into which by fin man hath: brought 


- himſelf, and out of which no created power could 


poſſibly ſave and deliver him. That I might for 
ever hate and loath ſin as the worſt of evils, and 
become for ever ſenſible of the greatneſs, goodneſs, 


W love, mercy, wiſdom, and the unconceivable and 
infinite all-ſufficiency of the glorious and tremen- 


dous Jehovah, Father, Son, and bleſſed Spirit; 
who himſelf, without the counſel or help of crea- 


tures, hath contrived and found out ſuch a way of 


reſtoring to his loſt favour, his ele& and choſen in 


V Chriſt, as neither they themſelves nor the Angels 


could ever think of. And finally, that by his ſo 


ſharply handling me, way may be made into my 


ſoul for the manifeſtation of his great and unex- 


preſſible love, wherewith he loves me in Chriſt, *' 
to enter and make its abode for ever: and that 


from the experience I have now gotten, both by 
God's wounding me by the ſpirit of bondage, and 
this healing and comforting me by the ſpirit of 
adoption, I might be fitted to ſpeak experimen- 


tally both to the terrifying and awakening ſecure 


and preſumptious ſinners; as alſo to heal and com- 


5 3 poor wounded and bleeding 
; i une, 
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reſcued poor finful nothing me. As St. Paul 


God being by his ſanctifying operation recovered 
created him in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


- ſhall be continued in the love and favour of God 


” — N 
. 
— — 


The righteous ſhall hold on his way, and he that 


| dence ſhould be everlaſtingly fixed on me, and the 


RAG, molt certainly and infallibly work for my 
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finners, when ſinking into depths of deſpondency 
and deſpair, out of which the out-ſtretched arm of 
God's grace and Almightineſs hath delivered and 


ſpeaks, And whether we be afflicted it is 7 ae Jo 

conſolation nnd ſalvation. 2 Cor. i. 6. 
7. He aſſured me that I am now in a juſtified, 

ſanctified, and adopted ſtate ; the loſt image of 


in my ſoul in meaſure. As it is written: Created 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus, after the image of him that 


8. He aſſured me that I ſhall be made to perſe. 
vere and hold out in a ſtate of grace; and that I 


for ever and ever, in deſpight of all that the pow- 
ers of darkneſs can contrive or act againſt me. 


hath clean hands ſhall be ftronger and ftronger. 
9. He aſſured me that the eye of Divine Provi- 


right hand of God's righteouſneſs everlaſtingly 
kept under-me for my ſecurity, from being in 
danger at any time of! —_— ITE or "yr 
riſhing. 

10. He aſſured me that the very incewelling 
corruption in my nature, and whatever falls 'or 
miſcarriage which fhould at any time be occaſioned 
thereby in my life and converſation, ſhould with 
all the afflictions attending me for the ſaid miſcar- 


; eternal 
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eternal good and welfare; whatever I myſelf or 
others ſhould judge to the contrary. For all things 
do wark together for gaod to them that love God. | 
11. He aſſured me that I ſhould meet with 
great oppoſition and tribulation in the world; but 
that all mine enemies ſhould find they beet in 
| vain; for that God was on my fide to take my 
part againſt them: 'and who will moſt certainly 
crown all my ſtreights and troubles with, a happy 
ſuccels, The Lord will defend the Juſt as with a 
fhield;-+ ©: 5 
| _ 12, He aflured me that God's ſpecial e 
ſhould be fo with me in every change of condition 
in this world, as that nothing ſhould harm or ſpoil 
me; yea, that death itſelf, the laſt enemy of nature 
ſhould neither terrify nor hurt me: the mortal ſting 
thereof being by the death of my Redeemer taken 
away, and death diveſted of his power to harm de 5 
or any of Chriſt's redeemed ones. | 
| Theſe particulars diſcovered and fet home by 
| the Holy Ghoſt on my trembling panting ſoul, he 
| working me powerfully to a believing each parti- 
cular with application to myſelf, I was immediately 
ſurpriſed with a more aſtoniſhing” and overcoming 
rapture of inexpreſſible joy than before: I had 
clear manifeſtations of the love of God to me in 
particular, and of the great things done and pre- 
pared for me, to make me everlaſtingly happy in 
the beholding and enjoying himſelf as my God, and 
my Father and portion in Chriſt for ever. Ac- 
cording to the unconditional free covenant of his 
92 „ 
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own grace, made. and eſtabliſhed. in, and wich 
Chriſt his ſon in the behalf of me and the reſt of 
his elect. lo 

No ſooner did I wig up to God and behold his 
reconciled face ſmile on me in the face of Jeſus his 
ſon, but I felt ſuch inward ſoul-inebriating joy as 
J verily thought would cauſe my very ſoul to fly 


out of my body, and my body to burſt in ſunder. 


The hardneſs of my heart under which I laboured 
all the time of my bondage ſtate, and which I ſen- 
fibly felt to grow and increaſe as I called to remem- 
brance the many follies of youth,and the holy law of 
God, whereof thoſe follies were ſo many breaches, 


each folly deſerving, if it were poſſible, a thouſand 


damnations, was, melted and thawn like a lump of 
ice before the warm ſun, by the ſenſe and percep- 
tion I had of the love of God vouchſafed to ſuch 
a baſe and deformed ſinner as God knows I Was, 
and ſtill am. 4 felt the ſervile and mercenary 


frame and diſpoſition of my ſpirit take wing, and 


that filial child-like frame and diſpoſition of ſpirit, 
which i is ſuited to a goſpel diſpenſation, ſucceed in 
its room; and looking up to heaven with the tears 
flowing from my eyes ſo extremely faſt that I heard 
them drop, drop. after drop on the floor where I 


ſtood, continuing ſo. long that I ſenſibly felt my 
cheeks to burn and ſcald me: my ſoul in a ſtrange 


extacy running over thoſe particulars which the 
Holy Ghoſt had alſured r me of. "BE $ ART 
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4 . What j Joy like to this I now feel? Who can poſſibly 
relate or expreſs it? What ! hath God elected me? 


even me? Sinful and vile me? And hath he done 
| it before time? And. notwithſtanding he perfectly 


knew what. I ſhould prove in time? Oh, wonderful 


| love! Why me Lord? Why me? And not one of the 


reprobates in hell who never ſinned againſt _ 7a 


W ot degree that I have? 


And hath God laid mine iniquities, even all ny 


iniquities on the back of Chriſt, and charged them a 
his ſcore as my ſurety? Ob amazing myſtery of divine 
love and grace! Who is able to know whether the 
Father or the Son loves me moſt? The Father in lays © 


ing my fins on his own and only Son, tho' innocent and 
harmleſs, or the Son in condeſcending to bear them as 
his own fins? And are all thoſe ſens of mine diſcharged 


and ſatisfied for by the active and paſſive obedience of + 


Chriſt my ſurety who hath kept the law for me? Oh, 
wonderful condeſcention both of Father and Son! 
Is it ſo as I feel it is, that God 
ſatisfied with that bis Son's obedience, and that Fam 


8 now juſtified in his fight by the virtue thereof Ob, 
my foul, what cauſe haſt thou. to N and — | 
„ God for ever? | 


And was the love of Cad ſer on me, * 


| of unregeneracy? Who but a mercenary kegalift will 


not be hence convinced of the orthodoxy and ſoundneſs | 
of that diſtinction which differenceth between the per- 
fon of an elect ſinner, and the ſinful pravity of nature 
which cleaves to him? Surely my ſoul, if God had' 
PO hated. thee, and had he been wrath with thee as - 


he © 


Be Father is fully 


* 
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he i ir with all the wicked reprobates who have no ſhare 
in the redemption of his Son, even then when thou 
waſt uncalled he might have ſent thee to hell. No 
" could have hindered him? And were the reaſons 
Therefore he handled thee ſo roughly. by the ſpirit .of 
bondage at have been diſcovered by the Holy Ghoft, 
and not becauſe he hated thee, or any way deſighed to 
 fatisfy his vindicative juſtice for thy fins. What cauſe 
. haſt thou to reflect on and abhor thyſelf for all thy 
Hard thoughts and unbecoming apprebenſions which + 
were lodged in thee of 25 n ok dealt 7 8 with | 
thee? © 
And ic it certain, as ha ande it is, WER God 
cannot lie, that I, podr finful I, ſhall be made to perſe- 
vere and hold out in a ftate of grace, and continue 
in God's favour for ever? Ob, what unſpeakable 
+ cauſe haſt thou to adore, love, and praiſe Jehovah. to. 
all eternity And what little reaſon haſt thou to be 
diſcouraged to think of what the powers of ps 
can do to hinder thy perſeverance. 
And will the eye of Divine Providence be on ne, 
and the right hand of God's righteouſneſs kept under 
me, to mia me yrs ever r from Finally 1 mM fear tying or. 
2 + 5 | 
Haro great encouragement is this to thee, my haut, to 
have the eye of faith and hope dependingly fixed on the 
; faithfulneſs and Almightineſs of God; + ſeeing the end 
N the means are ever inſeparable. 
And hath God, that cannot lie, prom iſed ay en- 
A that the being of in-duelling corruption, with- 


all the FI W A in * converſation, as alſa 
4 . | | # oy 
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the many amictions attending the ſame, ſhall infallibly 
work for my eternal good? What reaſon have I to 
cry out, and fay with aſtoniſhment of ſoul, Mic. vii. 
18. Who is a God like unto thee, who pardoneſt 
iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the 
remnant of thine heritage? He retaineth not his 
anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in merey. 

Bleſs his name; who out of darkneſs produceſt light, 
and out of the great evil ny bring the greateſt 


good. * 
And is it ſo, that netwithfandin 2 ads anion; £97 
great oppoſitions and tribulations I am to meet with in 


the world, T ſhall through Chriſt accompanying and 
ſtrengthening me, be brought through them, and made 


a-compleat conqueror in the end? How greatly zeal-_ 
ous ought I to be in loving and lauding the true and 


living God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, whoſe tre- 
mendous and glorious name is infinitely tranſcending 


 * 'Fho' this be a truth, That all things do wvork together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his 
purpoſe, Rom. viii. 28. who are in covenant with God, in 
union with Chriſt; who are created anew, and are new crea- 
tures in Jeſus, Who connot fin with the bent of their renewed 
will, nor with the aſſent of their heavenly minds; nor love fin 
after the inner man ; the body of death, or the old man, being 
quite diſtinct from the new man, who cannot fin becauſe he is 
born of God. Wherefore # is no more the Saints that fin, accord- 
ing to the new man, but fin that dwells in them, according to 
the old man.—Let none take licenſe from this paragraph- to 
indulge their luſts; remember the author ſtiles his narrative, 
A Cordial for Sin-fick and Deſpairing Souls, not an encourage 
ment for preſumptious ſinners, whoſe mine N 8 ane are 
| Dy defiled. W. H. . yen ö 
all 
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every change of condition, ſo as nothing ſhall be able "to 
with a reverential, holy, and filial fear, the glorious | 
unbecoming me, for whom God hath done ſo many and 

men, who ſet themſeves againſt God, and his Son's in- 


thy ſalvation; and fear nothing but what may any 
5 yy grieve his holy and tender Spirit. 


and terrible workings ' of the fpirit of bondage. 


vas gone, which was ſucceeded by the anſwer of a 
good conſcience towards God, which did inwardly 
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giving. 
And ſeeing that road bevcefarth vill I come 10 ho b 


ven, the ſpecial providence of God will be with me in 


do me harm; what unſpeakable cauſe have I to fear 
name and infinite majeſty of the great God ; and how 


ewonderſul things, wwill it be to fear either devils or 


tereſt? O my ſoul, rejoice now in God, who is become 


Marvelous and unutterable were thoſe manifes 
tations of God's love let out upon me his poor 
nothing creature in that moment of his Spirit's 
ſealing me in believing, and by the ſenſe whereof 
the Holy Ghoſt filled up thoſe valleys and bottoms 
in my foul and conſcience, occaſioned by the ſharp 


And as the manifeſtations but now mentioned were 
in themſelves marvellous and aſtoniſhing, ſo were 
alſo the ſenſible effects they eee 1 me won- 
derful and raviſhing. 

Thoſe effects I reduce for orders fake to fix heater 

. Firſt, The horror and guilt of my conſcience 


ſuggeſt and dictate to me, that my ſtate and con- 


dition * is 28255 fafe, and ont happy 
- I 
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Secondly, The ſpiritual vait which covered my . 
heart and mind, and which kept me from ſeeing 
into the myſtery of the goſpel, was taken off, like 
ſcales or a web off the eyes of a blind man: where. 
by I was enabled to ſee and behold who and N 
jeſus, held forth in the goſpel, is to me. 5 

Thirdly, The affrighting diſtractions and overs. 
whelming hurricanes of my deſpairing foul, oeca- 
ſioned by my continual expectation of being ſent 
to hell, were turned into an unexpected and ſoul- 
ſurpriſing calm and ſedate frame of ſpirit. | 
 Fourthly, The ſpirit of flaviſh fear which on every 
occaſion tormented and racked me, vaniſhed ; and 
the ſpirit of power, of love, and of a found mind, 
was given me. . 

Fifthly, The joy and comforts of the Holy Ghoſt 
were communicated to me in ſuch a meaſure as 
unſpeakably paſſeth my frail capacity to tell forth 
or expreſs, which occaſioned me to call to mind 
my former wondering; and muſing while going on 
in the way of my ignorant and blind zeal in ſerv- 


ing God before the ſpirit of bondage viſited me, 5 


to think what the joy of the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
mean. Whenever I did read of the joy of the 
| Holy Ghoſt, or did hear any mention thereof, joy. _ 

of the Holy, think I, Lord what is that? What 
is the meaning of it? I cannot tell or apprehend 

what this Joy of the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be. 
- Sixthly, The ſpirit of adoption was given me 
whereby I was enabled to come to God's throne 
of grace, and wall a 8 d humble boldneſs to 
| | call 


p * 


* 
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call him my God, and my Father. The ;nſting 
in the new creation wrought: by the God of all 
grace i in me, led: me to God as the fountain of all: 

De Spirit ih me; n into my 1 words 
if folemn thanks and praiſe, for the ra and 


_ ſtrangeneſs of. ny ſauatioon. 
To my knees I betook me, Sat "og -and 


worſhipping with my Spirit that holy Jehova, Tri. 
nity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity; Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt; the true and eternal God; 
whom all the time of my blind zeal, and e 
the time of my bondage ſtate, I had ſo ignotantly 
worſhipped. I was now and never before enabled, 
Jacob like, to catch hold of, and to wreſtle with a 
reconciled God. The greatneſs, holineſs, and in- 
finiteneſs of his majeſty, which before I knew him 
in Chriſt, terrified and affrighted me with a wit⸗ 
nes, animated and encouraged me in praying to 
him. It is not be expreſſed in words with what 
alacrity and cheerfulneſs of ſpirit I approached the 
_ throne of grace, and with what enlarged and in- 
Ward meltings of heart and ſoul; J called upon 
God. When I did but mention this, My God and 
my Father, Oh, whnt raviſhment of foul did I ex- 
-  Perimentally feel, Rage . ene * 
very Spirit! 
To my bed 1 went in A 8034 RY raviſhed 


N N Chriſt knows; the burning inflammation 


which the horror and bondage of my wounded: | 
and deſpairing conſelence cauſed 1 my Wach Was 
. = Þ 
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5 e, and my body s diſpoſition to crookedneſs 
5 the ſinking weight which lay on my ſpirit 
within was inſtantly rebuked and cauſed to retreat, 
by the glad and joyful tidings of goſpel peace, 
which that night took up its lodging within me; 
ſucceeding and powerfully ſupplanting that ſpirit 
of bondage which made me ſo hopeleſs, and as 1 
thought paſt all poſſibility of eſcaping bell. 
No ſooner was I ſtretched in my bed, but 
ſwooning and fainting fits of love ſickneſs ſeized. 
me; I was inwardly and ſpiritually fo apprehenſive 
of the myſteriouſneſs of Chriſt's incarnation, his 
humbling himſelf even to death, his lying confined; 
as a priſoner in the grave, and his being raiſed. 
therefrom : again, his aſcending” to heaven from 
whence he came, and his fitting down at the Fa- 
ther's right hand to enter on the work of interceſ- 
ſion with God, and that as my ſurety. and medi- 
ator, and all for me, that I verily thought my body 
was near its diſſolution; a thing which the clear - 
and certain affurance given me of my being an 
adopted Son of God, made me even long and pant 
after. My thoughts and meditations were now 
Wholly employed about Chriſt, and that bleſſed 
change which I ſenſibly felt was paſſed on me. 
The ſweet and foul-raviſhing communion 1 had 3 
with Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, was to me inn: 
ſtead of meat, drink, and ſleep, and that the moſt 
5 pleaſing and ſatisfactory that I ever enjoyed. The 
acctings and ſufferings of Chriſt in the aſſumed na- 
ture for me were fo realized, and the virtue and 
© 2 FER 5 | reconcilng 
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recontiling efficacy of the fame fo ſenſibly ſet home 
on my wounded and bleeding ſoul by the ſpirit of 
adoption, that T thought I had the perſon bf Chriſt 
elaſped in my arms in the bed. Oh! the ſweet 
intercourſes which, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, paſſed between precious Jeſus and my lan- 
guid ſoul. Then was J made to know experimen- 
tally what it was 70 ſup with Chriſt, and he with 
me, Rev. iii. 20. While I was waking I was en- 
tertained with ſtrange variety of interlocution or dif. 
_ courſe which paſſed between Chriſt and me, which 
did explain and unfold to me wiſdom's aſſertions: 
, When thou goeft it ſhall lead thee 5 when thou Neepeſt 
it ſhall keep thee ; and wwhen thou awake/? it ſhall 
talk with thee. Prov. vi. 22. During this, I con- 
tinued in ſuch a melting frame that the very pillow- 
beer under my head was as if dipped in'a river, 
through the great abundance of tears of inconceiv- 
able joy, which the ſenſe and feeling of Chriſt's 
love conſtrained me to ſhed. When 1 found a ne- 
ceſſity of turning in my bed, I could not turn with- 
out my dearly beloved, and G loving : 
- Jeſus in my arms with me. 8 45 7 
| Whea I ſlumbered and ſlept, I was ſoon viſited 
with moſt joyful and raviſhing dreams of God, 


. E Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt, the glory of heaven, and 


the unutterable bliſs and felicity of thoſe ſouls who - 
are reconciled to God by Chriſt. This was very 
frequent and common when fleep came on gs... 
- after * been ſealed i in n 5 
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A albeit, I never durſt to heed or mind hde- 
tonal dreams, yet they have ſometimes had ſuch a 
ſtrange influence on me, that I have felt ſuch de- 
lightful joy and comfort in my ſpirit, that ſome- 
times I have been at a ſtand to Gr whether 1 
had been afleep or awake. 

It was a frequent practice with me for ſome con- 
ſiderable time, how long I cannot now remember, 
to ariſe in my bed when I awaked out of my ſleep 
to bend my knees and lift up my eyes, hands, and 
heart to heaven, to laud, praiſe, and magnify Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for the greatneſs and 
ſtrangeneſs of my ſo unexpected and unlooked for 
falvation : being but the night before, yea and 
eyery morning, ready to drop into final deſparation 
of ever being ſaved. Oh! what a loſs was I at in 
myſelf, not, knowing how ſufficiently. to extol and 
| bleſs God for what had now befallen me; I was 
even ready to quarrel with myſelf becauſe of the 
_ narrowneſs and ſtraightneſs of my ſoul which hin- 
dered that T could not take in more of God, .and 
go out in more enlarged expreſſions of love and 
| praiſes to him. For above ſix months together 
could neither lie down, Per ariſe; go down, on 
come up ſtairs; paſs in or out from one place to 
another, but I ſtrongly conceited that | percciyed, 
a guard of angels attending my perſon. | 

It cannot be expreſſed with what ſcorn and ab- 
| homies I looked on the pride and gallantry of the” 
family where I lived; their changeable ſuits of 
rich and glittering apparel with their choice meafs, 
„ and 
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and ſweet muſic, with other delightful paſtimes, 
1 looked on and accounted them but as ſmoke and 
duſt. The titles of worldly honour, wherein the 


reſt of my relations did not a little glory, I ac- 


© counted the ſame, but a mere empty vanity. 


Oh, think I, that my poor relations could ſee, 
taſte, and feel what I do, how would they diſreliſn, 


<2 and be aſhamed and weary of theſe poor, periſh- 
ing, ſenſual bs, wherein they place heir de- 


light and felicity. 


When at any time I heard them talk boaſtingly 


of the honour and credit of the family, I could not 
forbear expreſſing my contempt of the ſame ; tel- 
ng them to their very face, that the blood of Jeſus, 
not the blood of my progenitors according to the 
fleſh, was that which made me noble and truly 

honorable; and that he or ſhe, who. wele advan- 

ced to the higheſt degree of honour whereto an 


earthly king could poſſibly advance them, if they 
were not waſhed in the Lamb's blodd, the higher 


fttheir honour and greatneſs is, the greater and more 
intolerable would be the doom and . 


of ſuch, when by death they go hen 


Now I began to difreliſh and Aiſeover "La 
ſmall eſteem I had of the Liturgy and ceremonies | 


._ © of the Church, of which 1 had 9 ow ſo 
2 3 zealous, 23 5 F 


2 
The reader may bete ſhe the! Weerehes beinen 4 pu- 


Þ 6" "grim this world, who has Chriſt in his poſſeſſion, | and a 
25 r 8 who holds 3 bur ned name 
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Three things chiefly occaſioned this : 

Fir/t, The apprehenſion I had of the purity and 
and holineſs of God's nature, which requires a 
worſhip ſuited to his own pure a and ſpiritual being, | 
according to that in Fob, iv, 24. God is a ſpirit. 
and they that worſhip him * Oy him in > gd 5 


and in truth. _ 
Secondly, I conſidered that no worſhip could 


poſſibly find acceptance with God, but ſuch a wor- 
ſhip as is ſtamped with God's own inſtitution, 
which I was then apprehenſive, and am now more 
fully convinced, the Liturgy and ceremonies of the 
Church are not, the ſame being deviſed by men, 
and impoſed by human authority, without the 
leaſt warrant from the word of God. Iſa. viii. 20+ 
: To the law and to the teſtimony we are to go, and i 
they ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe 
there is no light in them. God complains that ſuch 
worſhippers, Ja. xxix. 13, Draw near with their 
mouths, and with their lips do honour him, but haue 
removed their hearts far from. him ; and their fear 
_ towards him 1 is taught by the precept of men. Mat. | 
xv. 8. 9. Therefore in vain they worſhip him 
teaching for doctrines the neee, 2 men ; BE 5 * 
the bleſſed Redeemer lays. | ea 
Thirdly, The fad experience I had of the die. bo 
= ableneſs of ſuch a worſhip to an awakened, and a * 
renewed ſoul, while I was in a natural ſtate, igno- ä 
rant of God, and the nature of my ſoul, and 
things truly ſpiritual. I was exceeding zealous. in 


"A and perſermaing that vie 3 now I | 
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find is of little avail, either to a pleaſing God, or 
profiting. an awakened conſcience ; the Spirit of 
God having in effectual calling taught and convin- 
ced me that no worſhip or ordinance in religion 
can be food to. nouriſh and ſatisfy a hungry ſoul, 
but ſuch worthip as is inſtituted by, and ſuited to 
pleale, God; being done in faith. 

God will be found favingly of none but thoſe who 
ſeek him in the ways of his own inſtitutions; as 
it is written, Prov. viii. 32. Now therefore harken 
unto mes. Q ye children, fon ble d are they that keep. 
my ways. And again, 1 Pet. ii. 2. As nete: born 
babes deſire the ſiucere mile of the word, that ye may, 
grow thereby, But this milk cannot be got from 
[ay precepts of men. | 

Soon after this the care and providence of Chritt, 
my chief ſhepherd, directed me to attend the mi- 
niſtry of Mr. Samuel Mather, with whom | after. 
wards ſat down in ful! communion, to my ſoul's 


great comfort and Wüsten in the knowledge of 


Chriſt, 
Notice being taken 1 in 10 family where L "REY I: 


that 1 diſcontinued going to the Cathedral worſhip, 


the which 1 commonly attended with a more than 
ordinary zeal, ſometimes three times and ſometimes 
ſour times in the fame day, and that I was not ſeen 
at the pariſh Church on. Sabbath days, or at the 


Sacrament, as I uſed to do; the eyes of my obſer · 


vers were upon me to watch me what ways I took 
in religion. Innumerable were the taunts and 


ſeofls wag an chat way 11 r which I: had 
3;  o_ 
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eſpouſed and cloſed with, through all which I was 
carried with invincible courage : many and ſharp 
were the combats wherewith I encountered from 


my own relations, eſpecially the Lord of Santry, in 


whoſe family I then lived, and my father, his bro- 
ther, who by their authority over me, and the 
greatneſs of their learning and parts, between which 
and mine there was no more compare than between 


the ſun and a little twinkling ſtar, did frequently 


attack me to bring me back to the forſaken 1 


J England, but all in vain. 


One time, above all others, my Lord obſerving, 


that I abſented not only from public worſhip, but 
that of his family alſo, ſent up his ſecretary, another 
brother's ſon, to call me'to prayer in the family at. 
night. My couſin delivering my Lord's command, 
I replyed, that I'was under ſome indiſpoſition, and 
therefore prayed my coulin to excuſe me to my 


Lord: down he goes, and no ſooner had he de- : 


| livered my anſwer but up he comes again with the 
ſame meſſage from my Lord. I threw him off the 
ſecond time with the ſame excuſe, alledging that I 


could not come. This anſwer brought to my Lord 


the ſecond time, he in a great rage ſends up my 
couſin, with a peremptory command that I muſt 
come to prayer. My couſin ſtood ſome conſider- 


able time, expecting that I would anſwer my 
Lord's peremptory command, but my anſwer was, 
that ſeeing my Lord had ſo plainly impoſed on 


my conſcience, in commanding me to act againft 
my conſcience, I thought it was my duty to declare, 
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bat be — 2 held IE ue ut x 


that wad! 1 better underſtood it to be my duty to 
1 his Lordſhip in a thing of this nature than as 
yet I did, I neither could nor would go to join in 


prayer with the family. This reply coming to my 


Lord's ear, he let me alone for that night. The 
next day my Lord took me to taſk, examining 
very ſtrictly and demanding of me a reaſon where- 
fore I came not to prayer with the family, ſeeing 
they never uſed the Common-Prayer in the family ? 


Io whom I made this reply: My Lord, it is not 


from any averſion I have to prayer that keeps me 
back from coming to prayer with the family, but the 
great difſatisfafion lodged in my conſcience ; for, niy 
Lord, ſaid I, ſhould I under my preſent light and 
conviction, go on my knees to join in ſuch a ſervice, 
where God is ſo notoriouſly diſhonoured, and bit 
glorious name fo greatly profaned, my ogffrepes would 
dike a flame of fire fly in my face. | 
Q. The Lord then demanded of me, what! could 
| A againſt the ſervice performed in the family ? 
A. To whom I replyed, that the chief objection I 


made Was againſt the perſon who e athe 


ice. 


"Ss: The Lord demanded what I had to ohen | 


- -againſt the perſon who prayed in the family? 


A. To whom I replyed, that I objected againſt him 


Fer two things : Hirt, that he was @ rotten Arminian, 


denying the doctrine of election and juſtification by the 
alone imputed righteouſneſs of the Son of hk _ 


- Secondly, 
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- Secondly, for that he was in his life and converſt® | 
tion a notorious drunkard, and a common las and 


eurer, c. 


* My Lord then demanded why I did not come 
to family prayer when his ſon James ſaid prayers 8 


Reader, thou muſt know, that when the Chaplain 
would be drinking and rioting abroad, ſometimes 
my Lord's ſon would be commanded to read one 


of the evening prayers at the end of ſome bibles. + 
To this I anſwered, that his ſon was but a child, 


and did not underſtand what he read. 


Lord have mercy on me, ſaid my Lord, ohio 5 


would you have pray in my family ? 

A. My Lord, ſaid I, I humbly conceive no man 
living is jitter for a ſervice of this nature than your 
Lordſhip, the great God having made your Lordſhip 


King and Lord over your own family, and hath + 


endued your Lordſhip with ſuch incomparable gifts of 
Rnowledge and learning, and I hope of grace tas. 


And pray, Sir, ſaid my Lord, how would 


you have me pray? 
A. My Lord, faid 1, I humbly conceive that you 


are to pray according to the preſent condi ion of the 


fouls. of your family. „ 
Q. Pray, Sir, ſaid my Lord, how i is it podle 


for me to know the inward thoughts and condition 
of my families ſouls, ſo as to order my prayers 
accordingly ; 3 

A. My Lord, replied I, albeit ooh Lordſhip cane 
not poſſibly acquaint yourſelf with all the fecrets of 


; Jour: 8 yet you may by catechizing Jour family, 
and 


** 
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and frequently examining them about the tate of their 
Hut, and God's dealing with them, find matter 
enough to enlarge on in putting up prayers to God for 
them in the. general, which is as much as 1 rule f 
yp directi or obliges to. 
My Lord finding that the wink I was called to 
- = ae: and the ſpirit by which I ſpoke to be too 
powerful for his great learning, he let fall the diſ- 
pute, which I am very ſure was his wiſdom, and 
his beſt advantage fo to do, conſidering that none 
ever yet proſpered who continued to fight againſt 


My Lord by this means Luis how I ſtood 
affected! in religion, and accordingly communicated 
to my father his judgment and apprehenſions af 

me. Immediately a conſultation was held about 
me to conſider what methods were moſt proper to 
take, not only to prevent my farther advancing in 
that way of religion, which they accounted phana- 
ticiſm, but alſo to bring me back to the church of 
a. e whereon I had turned the back. 
+ _—» The reſult of their conſultation, as ſoon after- 
. s wards appeared, iſſued in a fixed reſolution to carry 
13 3 towards me with a all the urbanity pe gentleneſs 


* The reader may obſerve 3 that abe men have 
| invented a religion, it muſt be ſupported, and men muſt be 
* drove into i by the ſame aſſumed carnal authority by which 
i was invented. They have no notion of the Spirits ſuffi- 

ciency to lui people into all truth, therefore they will drive 

them into hes by violence, or Karve them * of on truth by 
_ cruelty, * H. 8. 8. | | 


* 
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imaginable, my relations conſidering and knowing | 


that my temper and ſpirit, was to be drawn and 
won by fair and gentle means, not to be forced, * 
violence. 

According to the methods aca on, I was 


at a ſtrange and unuſual rate treated by my father, 
my Lord, my grandmothers, my uncles and aunts, 
with the reſt of my relations, in ſuch ways of 


kindneſs and love as cauſed in me ſome hopes that 


the love and kindneſs they ſhewed and expreſſed 


in their dealings with me, had ſprung from an 


ciples of religion which I had embraced in oppoſi- 


* 


apprehenſion or conviction in them that the prin- 


tion to theirs were the truth; but I ſoon found 
252 I was herein miſtaken; 5 it was not long 


purſe to fet me up in the world, on condition I 
would deſiſt going to meetings, and return again to 
the church wherein I was born and baptized, and 
not bring ſuch diſgrace on the holy church, of 
which my anceſtors were ſuch noted. and. eminent 


before great offers were made me of making a | 


members; and- beſides, that I might not ſtain, my | 


family by occaſioning people's ſaying that James 
BaRRyY, who is ſon to. a, ſpiritual Lord, and a 


father in the church, was turned. phanatic; to 


which they added, the conſideration. of what a a 


hopeful. proſpe& there was before me of advance- 


ment to worldly greatneſs, in caſe I did not hinder 
myſelf by continuing a. diflenter from the church, 
and what hardſhip and poverty I muſt expect to 
2 with to uy own ruin, and the great diſ- 

grace 


- S 
\ 
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grace of the whole family, in caſe I refuſed the 


| offers made me, and the advice and counſel given 


for my own good. 

To all which I was enabled with an n holy mag- 
nanimity and becoming fortitude to reply, that 
- the ſight and ſenſe I had of a future happineſs with 
God in heaven, had blunted the edge of my appetite 
to theſe poor, low, and empty vanities, which I 


. queſtion not will prove unſpeakably more vain, 


7 empty, and tormenting to me than they are in 


or” 


themſelves, ſhould J for the ove of 1 — loſe my 


” 4. --- 


In 8 faid I, my FTE and relations, who 
deem ſo greatly concerned for my good, can pro- 
cure from heaven an infallible certificate that my 
. eloſng with the preſent offer on ſuch a, condition 
as is now laid before me, will not provoke the 
Holy Trinity, and prove a ſnare to my immotrat _ 
ul, ſhall readily comply ; but if they cannot, it 
will, faid I, prove your wiſdom to let me alone to 
rejoice in the choice I have made. Had my rela- 
tions felt what 1 have felt for finning againſt God, 
and could they taſte the joy and ſweet comforts of 
God, which have put me out of conceit and love 
with the preſent world, they would I queſtion not, 
be not only unwilling to blame and cenſure me 
for the choice I have made, but they themſelves 
would readily and heartily make the ſame choice 
for which I am now HA" and N to . | 
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| My relations, finding how ineffectual their me- 
thods proved to gain me, they ſoon turned their 


{miles into frowns, and their kind ſpeeches into 


diſcouraging menaces, what ſevere courſes ſhould 


be taken with me to reclaim and reduce me to 


obedience. 
My Lord threatened ſeverely 50 he yy" 4 


me bound with ropes on a porter's back, and 
brought into the church in _ time os . 


ſervice “. 


To this I replied, that if his b Ads not as 


_ well gag my mouth as bind my hands and feet, I 
would certainly roar out, and 4 ijturb all the people 


at their devotion ; - for fear of nien no Tens of 


that kind was offered me. 


After ſome conſiderable time my Hives 2 : 


Lord, finding that neither fair and gentle means 
would allure and draw me to the liturgy in their 


church, and that no ſeverity wherewith they 
threatened me could drive me from the pure war. 


Ship of God in the meetings, I was ſoon attacked with 
greater and ſharper 2 1825 than! had met with ; 


from them before. 


Firſt, By my father, 8 in the 1 and | 


| hearing of at leaſt forty of our family, took me to 


taſk about my principles, and in regard of the 
{mall hopes he had of convincing me by the argu- . 
ments he uſed, he openly declared his reſolution 
never to own me for his ſon, unleſs I -for/ook the. 


meetings, and came to the church and fervice again 


* Cav is be elle eworſbipping e of Belag 
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as formerly; and this, Sir, ſaid my father, I I think. 
fit to tell you before all theſe friends, to the end 
you may take it into ſerious conſideration whether 
of the twain you judge more eligible, to forſake 
your phanatic opinion and ſchiſmatical companions, 
or to be deprived of the love and affections of a 
father; and know it, Sir, {aid he, that I do, by the 
authority of a , command and require you'to 
fix on whether of theſe two you intend to chooſe, 
and that within a week; if you reſolve to hold 
your new opinion, I charge you to quit my Lord's 

| houſe, and provide another lodging; and as for 
me, I charge you that you come not near my 
doors, or any of your brethren or fiſter's doors; 


Tul fee, faid he, which of your holy brethren or _/ 


* f 
ere e n= „ 
. To., 


f k 
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* Thou ſeeſt, des, that a Biſhop, + or Koo Spiritual, 
had not need only 0 be blameleſe as the Sleward of, God, but he 
needs power and authority, not only to abſolve all them that 
truly repent, but to reſtore them alſo that truly recant. Had. 
the pious Biſhop fed this new-born babe with the ſincere neilh of the 
wvord; had he fed the flock, and took the overſight according 10 + 
God; had he been the ſervant of Chriſt, and of the church for his 
ale, it is likely his ſon would have been the beſt worſhipper. 
and ſtricteſt follower of all his charge. However, as a Lori 
over God's heritage, he is determined that his ſon's Faith pull 
Aland in the wiſdom of men, not in the power of God ; he will offer 
violence to the Lamb's wife, and attempt to bind the Spirit of 
Liberty, but what he will reduce him to obedience; not to 
the faith of Chriſt, for he had got that, nor to the word and 
worſhip of God, for he loved both, nor did the Biſhop men- 
tion any * of this ſort to 7 ws. but to the church of 
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To this 1 was enabled to reply thus: Sr, 1hough 
you reſolve according to your \ preſent declaration” io 
caſt me out of your paternal or fatherly afeftions, and 
to diſeton me for your ſon, merely for my conſcienct to 
God, becauſe I cannot without greatly ending ayain/t 
God, and wounding my conſcience, conform to thoſe 
| inventions of men, in God's worſhip, for which Tf 
can fee no warrant-in all the ſcripture; I think and 
judge it my duty now the Providence of God calls me 
to be tried, to be.as open, Free, end plain, in declaring 
tn you in the preſence and. hearing of the ſame relations- 
. who have heard yours to me, theſe two things © Firſt; 
that I hope better things of you than to ſee you act 9 
unnaturally in letting your child periſh for wwant of 
neceſaries of life, and that becauſe I dare not ace” 
againſt my conſcience. * 
. Secondly, That in caſe you do reſolve to ” 1 in 
| this your ae, I am as r fixedly 805 ved in caſting. 


England, to the ſervice, ceremonies,, and the aw . he "mult 
be ſubject, and ſubject he ſhall be, or /arve, unleſs Providence 
will interfere, It requires a deal of human wiſdom to eſtabliſti 


Randing, efpecially when the Spirit of God comes and makes, 
breeches, by reſcuing the elect from it. As it hath not pl e, 
the Lord to illuminate all Biſhops, Pri- Ac, and Dearons, with * 

true knowledge and underſtanding of bis 'word, I wonder my 
Couſin had not repeated this part of the old cry: From all 
Plmaneſt of mind, from hardneſs of heart,  and-cantempt of God's: | 
word and commandment ; from all ſuch envy, hatred, EY mali ices. —— 


ard from all uncharitablentſs, GOOD: LORD DE LEVER us. Amn. 
W. H 8.8. 


a religion, and a deal of the ſame fort of power to keep, it» 


7 65 Luke xi. 2. When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, Ce. 
Sir, ſaid my Lord, here's a poſitive command to 
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myſelf on the promiſe and + aa of God, what- | 


ever comes of me in this world. 

And before I will act herein gain the light Y 

God's word, and the dictates "of my. conſcience, I 

hope I ſhall be enabled to chooſe rather to die with 

Lazarus on @ dunghill, for want of bread. My fa- 
ther to his death kept his reſolution, and I, through ' 

the ſpecial grace of God, have been able to keep 

mine, and I hope ever ſhall. 

After this about three days I had a great and 
ſharp diſpute with my Lord, which continued three 
hours and a half by my Lord's chamber clock. The 
ſubject of our diſcourſe was about ſet forms of 

prayer :. whether the word of God would warrant 

ordinary and fallible men to compoſe ſet forms of 
prayer, and by human authority to impoſe the ſame 
on the conſcience of the people. 

My Lord peremptorily affirmed that God's word 

did warrant this, and I as — denied that it 


doth. 
For of the affirmative, my Lord quotes 


prove what I have affirmed. | | 

- To this I ſhall humbly offer two things to * 
Lordſhip s ſerious conſideration. 

Fit, The apparent difference between the two 

 Fyangeliſts in ſetting down the words of this 

prayer. Luke ſaying, When ye pray, Jay, Our Fa. 

ther, &c. Matthew, as appears Mat. vi. 9. faith, 


* this manner therefore pray ye, ke. 
> a 1 8 ot 


— 
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I cannot underſtand, faid I, how your Lordſhip 
can reconcile theſe two Evangeliſts ſo as perempto- 
rily to conclude from the place now quoted, that 
it is the mind of Chriſt, that theſe words are to be 
impoſed on believers as a prayer, or as their prayer. 

Secondly, By way of humble and ſubmiſſive en- 
quiry, doth your Lordſhip firmly believe that the 
form now quoted to prove the affirmative, is in it- 
ſelf a compleat and perfect prayer, ne; all 
the parts of neceſſary prayer? | 

I grant it, Sir, replied my Lord, I belitt it is a 
compleat and a perfect prayer, N in it ns Ro 
the parts of neceſſary prayer.” 57 
I likewiſe humbly preſume that your Lordſhip 
takes it for granted, that it is. the mind of Chriſt 


that this form of prayer is to be : impoſed on be. 
hevers as their prayer. 

Igrunt it, Sir, ſaid my Lord, I take it for granted; : 
that it is the mind of Chriſt, that that form ſhould po 
impoſed on believers as their prayer. © | 
Then, my Lord, replied I, if the form now 
mentioned be a compleat, perfect prayer, to which 
nothing need to be added; and that the ſame is 
to be impoſed on bellerets as their prayer, and 
that by Chriſt's own authority, to me it is 
very plain, that for any men to make or impoſe any 
other prayer on themſelves or others, it is a manifeſt 
breach and violation of i that commandment of Chri . 1 8 


7M This f is the way, reader, that God tales the 8 their 
own 3 y as the N things of this world to con- 
| TY found 
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1 wilt inſtance in a. plain cafe, for illuſtration 
"OS the Ten Commandments in the moral law; 
I doubt not but your Lordſhip owns them to be a 
moſt perfect, compleat rule of righteouſneſs, con, 
taining all the parts of our duty to God and man. 
I T1 grant them to be jo, ſaid my Lord. | 
I.n the next place, ſaid I, I queſtion not but 
your Lordſhip as readily grants that this perfe& 
rule of righteouſneſs is commanded and EVE 
by God's own authority. 
1 grant that aiſa, ſaid my Lord, they are . 
manded and enjoined by God's own authority. = 
1 "I faid I, the caſe is plain, and cannot be 
= that for any to command ar appoint any 
n befides theis which jo them. 
{elves-are compleat and perfect, and which are en- 
joined and commanded by God's own authority, 
it is a manifeſt breach and violation of the Supreme 
law, to which nothing may be added, and from 
Which nothing may be detracted, without incurring 
the diſpleaſure and curſe. of God; as it is written, 
Te ſhall not add unto the word which 7 command. you, 
neither. ſball you diminiſh it. Deut. iv. 2. And again. 
What things ſoever I command yqu, obſerve to do it: 
thou- Malt not. add thereto, not diminiſh from. it, 
Deut. xii. 32. And again, Add thou not unto. his. 
— words . be Feprow abe, and le be food 4 


Pd and col them by Wake own ved. 15 Coufe is 
a nerveus. logictan, and a maſter of arts; an! no wonder, for 
Cr ift davells with prudence 4 E out * 4 BY, 
Sen, bus . 5 
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lar. Prov, xxx. 6. And again, For I 12fify 
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, if any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God 
ſhall add unto him all the plagues that are written in 
this book : and if any man ſhall take away from the = 
words of the book of this prophecy, God ſhall take 2 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the | 
holy city, and from the things which are written iu 
this book. He that teſtifieth thefe things is 1 efus, 
who faith, A come quickly.. . xxii. 18, 
19, 20 *, | 
From prayer my Lord fell off to diſcourſe of the 
liturgy, and ceremonies in general, the which he 
handled almoſt in all the particulars of them, and 


* Thou ſecſt, reader, chat the moral law is the eternal ne 
of righteouſneſs to every ſoul that is under it, and cleaves to it. 
He that looks for iuffification unto life by his own righteouſneſs, 
or he that will live by his own works, or enter into life by keeping 
the commandments, mult give a perfect, ſpiritual, and perpetual _ - 
obedience to that rule, for. the law is perfet?, ſpiritual, and 

eternal; but all have finned in Adam, and all were condemned 1% 
death and to duſt in Adam; or, as the ſcripture faith, through , 
the diſobedience of one namely, Adam] iudgment came upon all men 
unto condemnation ; therefore the condemned ſinner can give the 
law no obedience unto life, or by which he can hve, and the 
condemning law can give him nothing but death, or the 
execution of that ſentence that he is under. The law, cannot | 
give life, for man can give the law no righteouſneſs ; had ere 
been a law given that could have given lift, verily righteouſneſs 
Should have come by the law; the blind phariſee ſees not this, 
therefore the ay of works ſeems right unto him, but the end thereof 
is death. Set as-Ghe thi Bee of Ou God's ſovereign g 
will, in the myſtery of faith, as revealed in and by Chriſt Jefus, - 
es he mult be obedient to the faith, walk by 

H 2 faith, 
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with fach advantageous ſucceſs' on my fide, that 
my Lord at length grew weary and left off; for he 
found that God coulil ordain ftrength to perſect praiſe 
out of the mouths of babes and jucklings, ſufficient iu 
till the enemy and the avenger. Pſalm viii: 2. And 
certainly his promiſe was made good to me that 
day: I vill give you a mouth and wiſdom, whith 
all your adverſuries ſhall not be able to gainſay,' nor 
Te. Luke xxi. 15. But whether my Lord be. 
came ſenſible of it or no, I knew not; but ſure! 
am that the laſt promiſe quoted was made good to 
me, of which ſuch notice was taken that "hardly 
any of my relations durſt attack me any more, 
except in a way of reproach and railing againſt the 
phanatics, and the new religion I had eſpouſed 
ſince I left the church. The good Lord be for ever 
. exalted and praiſed for his mercy and Jaithfrlngs. 10 
his poor and deſpiſed children in a time. of need, 
* This was the laſt encounter I had with my Lord 
about religion; for that very night I took my 
leave of my Lord, rendering humble and hearty 
thanks to his Lordſhip for all his expreſſions of 
tove and kindneſs wherewith I met under his roof, 
ſince 1 became a member of * —_— 


faith, ſtand by faith, ſeek EE by faith, live by faith, 
work by faith, fight by faith, worſhip by faith, and die in fauh, 
if ever he enters heaven. He that believes not is condemned already, 
aud the wrath of God abides upon him. He that believes not ſpall 
be damned. Therefore this is thy rule of life, for thou muſt live 
| by faith; and this is thy rule of i for n FI * 
N e Wo he, Se By, | oe 
5 . 
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It were endleſs to relate the many and ſharp 
trials to which the providence: of God called me, 
that I might be brought up in the ſchool of the 
croſs, and fitted for the ſervice to which I was 
afterwards called, out of all which his never never- 
failing Providence brought and delivered me. 

Should I expoſe in print the many ſtreights 
and difficulties wherewith I have occaſionally been 
exerciſed, from the time of my cloſing with Chriſt | 
in the goſpel to the time of my call to the miniſtry, 
together with the methods Providence took to 
bring me off, and working mine eſcape and deli- 
verance, I believe it would be matter of joy and 


rejoicing to humble and ſeriouſiy religious fouls 


but my intended brevity forces me to omit many 
particulars which would, I do not e be of 
great uſe both to * and others. 


* 
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From what I fins here _ iſhed inn God's 
dealing with me, let the following obſervations be 
Gap ona improved to God's eternal oye.” 


OBSERVATION * 


SEE and take notice what a ſweet on nde 
concurrence there is between God's electing pur- 
poſe of grace, and his providential diſpenſations. 
Ihe foundation of all God's gracious dealings with 
an elected ſinner is his own grcious purpoſe, fixed in 
eternity. Jer. xxxi. 3. The Lord hath appeared. of 
old unto me, ſaying, yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlaſting love, therefore with loving kindneſs have 
I drawn thee. 

Here note, that everlaſting love, i in the Strom, 
ſignifies a love of eternity; ; from whence I make 
this obſervation, viz. that God loves his elect 
from one eternity to. another. With this agrees 
that of the apoſtle, Epheſ. i i. 4. According as he 
_ hath choſen us in him, before the foundation of the 
| zworld; and ſuch obtain the ſalvation which is in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory. This diſcovery of 

God's love to his eleQ is as a mill-ſtone laid on 
the back of that Popiſh Arminian doctrine of a tem- 
| Porary and conditional election, to ſink it into the 
- bottomleſs depth of the eternal abhorrence and 
loathing of God, the ele& angels, and all ſaved 
| . 

Therefore 
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him! Repel this temptation, by conſidering and 
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Therefore, from hence learn what to think and 
ſay, when the devil and thy vain heart ſuggeſt 
unto thee, upon thy doing and performing dny 
duty and ſervice; now the Lord hath ele&ed, or 
will ele& me, becauſe I have done thus and thus. 
Reader, the devil, who ſeeks thy ruin, is cordially 
reconciled to fuch an election as this; becauſe he 
knows it will end in thy eternal wht if God leave 
thee here. 


Therefore repel and ſtave off this cutſed Popiſh 


Arminian dream, by ſtedfaſtly believing and affirm- 


ing that God's electing love embraced me in its 
arms, and regiſtered or enrolled my name in the 
Lamb's book of life, before I had a perſonal being, 
or any capacity to do or perform = wo which 


could move God to ele& me. 


Then when the devil, and thy remaining un- 


belief, ſuggeſt unto thee, upon any perſonal miſ- 


carriage or fall into new provocation againſt God, 
now God hath caſt me out of his love, and re- 
jected me, becauſe I have broken covenant with 


ſtedfaſtly believing, that the electing love of God, 
which embrated me and entolled my name in the 


Lamb's book, before the foundation of the world, 
is a love like God himſelf. As without beginning 
of time, fo alſo without end, or change. Mal. iii. 6. 


is | OBSFR- 


OBSERVATION * 


|  » See hence and obſerve the impoſſibility of frufs 
: ating God's decrees, and his working providence. 
The deaths and dangers - to which I have been ſo 
often expoſed, have been ſo many and greatly 
dangerous that had not God's love to me, and his 
providence over me, preſerved me, I had certainly 
periſhed. The ſnow in which I lay for four or five 
hours, at ſo tender an age as but three months old, 
Was as powerful to have killed me by the extremity 
ol its piercing cold, as it was to deſtroy the vaſt 
numbers of men and cattle which bers an 
periſbed. by its ſtrength. N 
Ihe element of fire which ede me in my 
bed when buried in ſleep, and no way able to help 
myſelf, it was of as devouring a quality to deſtroy 
me as the fire that heated Nebuchadnezzar's furnace 
was to deſtroy thoſe faithful worthies caſt into it, 
had not God's providence EE Bs it in * Lt 
as it did in theirs. - . | 
Ihe fierceneſs and teeth 3 mafuff dog, 
which had my head in his mouth up to the throat, 
| was as ready and able to cruſh me to death as the 
lions i in the den were to cruſni Daniel, had not the 
care and providence of Daniel's God, which re- 
ſtrained his + hons, 1 watched over . and reſtrained 
my dog. E 
The element of water, in which I was ſeveral 


times a drowning, and to all appearance paſt 
A248 >. 59 recovery, 


e 
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recovery, it was as powerful to ſwallow me up, 
and to ſtop my breath, as it was to overwhelm - 
and choak Pharaoh and his hoſt,” had not God re- 
{trained it in my caſe. _ 5 
The great boar, how ſtrong and ready was it to 
rend my bowels when on the top of me, making 
ſearch with his frightful tuſhes to come to my 
belly, had not Divine Providence ſo ſtrangely and 
ſeaſonably ſent the greyhound in to my reſcue, 
my cloaths rent, and carried away in his tuſhes, 
my belly untouched. Oh! amazing providence! 
The two horſes, mentioned in the beginning of 
the book, how near were they to putting a period 
to my life! The one by his great ſtrength in 
throwing me, and ſtriking at my forehead with his 
froſt nails, leaving the print of the nails in my 
cap, within the thickneſs of half a crown piece to 
my ſcull; and the other by running me ſo far out 
of breath that no motion of life could be perceived 
in me for ſo long a time, as cauſed all the ſpectators 
to cry out, He is killed! he is gone! Had not the 
Providence of Heaven . over me Ae 
where had 1 been! 83 
When the bloody Papiſts had lai in — to 
murder me, in Dublin, ſeveral times, there being 
ſeveral parties of their ſoldiers appointed to way- 
lay me to kill me, of which deſigns I knew no- 
thing till afterwards, who or what kept me from 
ruin then, but the never filing 3 of 


. !. ; 
"* When? 
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When my life and reputation were both equally 
ſtruck at, by the hellifh wack laid againſt me by 
that man, who inſtead of hariging me would have 


_ . hanged himſelf, who wrought my eſcape and de. 


| Hindered that it did not fix me in the fame place 


Iiverance from that deſtroyer, but che wonder- 
1 working providence of Jehovah / 
© Such plots as the two laſt mentioned have proved 
ſucceſsful to the deſtroying thouſands of other men, 
but me they could not reach, becauſe I was hid i in 
the hollow of God's providential hand! 
That ſinful deſparation and unbelief while un- 
der the terrors of the law, which ſent Cain, Judas, 
and innumerable millions of Adam's reprobate 
poſterity to hell, the place of the damned; what 


and condition of mifery, when by the raging power 
thereof I was brought ſo near hell, in my own ap- 
prehenſions, as that J looked on myſelf as a free 
deniron of that place? What, I ſay, kept me back 
from deſcending into that place but the providence 
of God, diſcovering and applying to me, by the 
ſaving operation of the Holy Ghoſt, we Ar 
— held forth i in the goſpel 45 


of m. 


Far and learn hence, how Kke an abſolute 8 
unlimited Sovereign, the great God did work in 
my behalf; and that in h . 


9 


8 
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He, who by the miniſtry of man, hath by his 
own bleſſing accompanying that, his own ordi- 
nance, converted innumerable thouſands of the 
elect, it pleaſed him to convert and call me out of 
my natural ſtate to a ſtate of grace, without the 
he miniſtry of man ; and that both by awakening 
and wounding me by the ſpirit of bondage, ſetting 
home by the -law the ſight and ſenſe of my loſt 
eſtate, and by healing and curing the bleeding 
wounds of my deſpairing ſoul, by the ſpirit of adop- 
tion diſcovering and applying to me the merit and 
faving virtue of Chriſt's mediatorial righteouſneſs; 
which hath occaſioned my often thinking of what 
is ſtoried of Achilles, a notable archer among the 
Heathen, who gave ſuch wounds by the arrows he 
ſhot, as no hand but his own could cure. Una 
manus, vulnus, opemque. tutit. The ſelf- 
fame hand which gave the wound, brought the 
cure. How true this is of Achilles, I am uncertain, 


but in this, of the wounding and healing of my 


foul, I am not more certain of any thing in nature 

than I am that the Spirit of Chriſt which wounded 
me by the law, did alſo heal me by the goſpel, 
Job v. xvitt. For he maketh ſore, and bindeth up ; he 
woundeth, and his hands make whole. 


+ OBSERVATION W. 


| See, and learn hence, how ſtedfaſt and faithful 
God is to his promiſe. ' When, for Chriſt and ae 
golpel, 1 was forſaken and caſt off by my father, 


* 
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and all other fleſhly. relations, being turned out 
empty handed to the wide world, and not knowing 
whither to go, or what to do, God took care of 
me, and provided a lodging, and friends for me, 
which, with the peace of my conſcience, gave me: 
more ſatisfaction and comfortable content than all 
the gallantry and greatneſs of my fleſhly relations. 
Thoſe ſweet promiſes recorded in the ſcriptures, 
and-made good by the providence of God, have 
oftentimes refreſhed and raviſhed my penſive and 
weary ſoul.  P/al. xxvii. 10. When my father and 
my mother forſake me, then the Lord will take me up. | 
Mat. xix. 29. And every one that hath forſaken 
houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters,”or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or land, for my name's ſake, ſhall. 
receive an hundred fold; and ſhall inherit eternal 
N life. Heb. Xiii. 5. Let your conuerſation be without" 
cCoveteuißſneſt, and be content with ſuch things ye have; 
| for. he hath ſaid, I will never, never, never, never, 
leave thee nor Forſake thee. The Greek hath no 
leſs than five negatives in this one ſcripture to 
aſſure the true believer chat God will in no wiſe 
forget or forſake him. I have been forſaken of 
my nurſe when but three months old, but I was 
taken into the nurſery of God's providential care, 
which cauſes me often to think with comfort of 
of that P/alm;xxii. 10. Twas cat upon thee from tbe 
_ womb; thou art my God fram my mother”s belly, The 
ſame Providence which took care ha 8 "Heab, 
ni care * N n 5 15 
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1 was  fobfakeh of my bodily pliyſician ; but tlie 
| Great Phyſician of ſoul and ben cured me, by 

or contemptible ſnails. 1 

1 was forſaken of my earthly father, and all 
gebty relations; but God is become, by grace and 
free adoption, my father, who will never forſake 
me totally or finally. 

I was forſaken by my brethren and ſiſters 3 but 
thoſe who are the ſons and daughters of God, they 
are become my brethren and fiſters; and albeit 
many of them who know me not, are, on malici- 

ous reports, prejudiced againſt me, yet others of 
them who know me, and God's COA wil me, 
they love me dearly. | 

J have been forſaken by . of my Church- 
members in Ireland and England; Chriſt my Lord 
and Maſter hath been ſo before me. John vi. 66. 

From that time many of his diſciples went back, ana 
 Toalked no more with him.—Yet God is my God 
ſtill. 2A | 
I have been forſaken of my brain] in the facred 
office, and left to ſtand alone, when Popery and 
Quakeriſm were coming in like a flood, none ſtep- 
ping in to help or encourage me againſt thoſe ad- 
verſaries of God's religion ; but He that ſtood by 
Paul, when all other preachers in his day forſook _ 
him, ſtood by me, and emboldened me nn | 


their threats and malice. 
I had thoughts of printing the moſt material ob- 


Was, 5 in by Satan to diſtreſs and diſtraq 
[84 * 


[4 * - 
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a poor finner to keep him from Chriſt, and how 
the ſpirit of grace taught and enabled me to 
anſwer them all, but my intended brevity hath 
prevented me therein. All glory, | honour, and 
eternal praiſe to the only wiſe and glorious God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ! Amen, Ann“ 


POSTSCRIPT 


LEST Satan ſhould get an advantage by this 
relation of God's ſtrange and wonderful dealing 
with me, in bringing me home to Chriſt, in ſuch 
an unuſual manner, and his handling me fo ſharply 
by the ſpirit of bondage; as alſo his bountiful 
dealing with me in making my ſoul the receptacle 
of ſuch raviſhing joy, and unutterable conſolation, 
upon believing in Chriſt in effectual calling; 1 

thought it might be ſeaſonable to give the preſent 
caution to the poor, doubting, tempted believer, 
who, through Satan's ſubtilty, tempting, will find 
| himſelf, or herſelf, wretchedly prone to conclude 
| from what they read of my converſion, that the 
work of true converſion was never yet effectually 
CE wrought in themſelves : and that, becauſe they 
| were never under ſuch terrible bondage of ſoul, 
neither ever yet were . 55 ſo near heaven as 
] was. 

Such poor tinged bellcvers are to conſider the 
particulars following, for their help and _ 
_ {Wagaintt the tempter in this caſe, 

Hit., Conſider that as in nature there is a vaſt 
diſparity, or difference, between perſons on the na- 
gtural birth, ſo there is as vaſt a difference in the 

ſpiritual birth. Some women go through abun- 


iantly more and ſharper pains and throws in tra- 


TIN Some babes meet with f 


ä sl 


es difficulties and dangers in the birth than 
do others. The cauſes, whereof in nature, though 
they appear not to us, yet it is moſt certain that 
* lH + won! 6 on cog los „ 
3 So in converſion, ſome fouls 26 ana greater 
| horror and bondage in the conſcience than others 
do. Some are brought as it were through the 
very jaws of hell and deſparation, as I was; other 
are dealt more eaſily and gently, with, being ſweetly 
allured, and as it were, inſenſibly tranſplanted inte 
Chriſt; they not well knowing what is done to 
them. Paul and the rugged jailor were handled 
more roughly; their conſciences were more deep - 
I wounded with the frightening terrors of God's 
law, ſet home by the ſpirit of bondage, than 
1 Lydia, whaſe heart the Lord: opened with more 
=: --- { mk touches * his * Adts ix. 6. Ads xvi, 
* . Nei of 
That woman 1 is ſolely Ads * | 
a0 difficulty or danger to herſelf or her babe, hath 
no reaſon to queſtion whether ſhe be indeed delivered 
- .  . qr'not; becauſe ſhe went not through ſuch difficulty 
anddanger as as her neighbour did, who narrowly 
eſcaped with her life; neither hath ſhe any cauſe 
of being jealous with her neighbour, becauſe her 
caſe or condition was more dangerous and del- 
pParate in travel than was her own... Thou, who art 
brought to Chriſt hy the gentle drawings of the 
23 grace, and not brought ſo nigh to the af. 
ſight of * _ to ſuch: à ſenſe: and 
„ 
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feeling of the pains of the damned, as have cauſed 
ſome to think themſelves actually 1 in hell; admire 
at, and bleſs God for his doridelcoiitiont towards 
thee, in bringing thee through the new birth ſo 
eaſi | 
HR Conſider, that allbeit the wth of thy 
converſion be not ſo ſenſibly diſcerned as the con- 
erſion of that perſon is who is brought home in 
the way of legal terror, yet thou art bound to bleſs 
od for the ſmalleſt meaſure of grace beſtowed on 
bee, as the ſmalleſt ſpark of fire, though it be hid 
Wunder a great heap of aſhes, is as truly fire as the 
Wreateſt fire in nature; fo thy ſmall grace, which 
n compariſon of fie other's grace, may be ſo 
weak and little that it can ſcarcely be diſcerned 
vet grace it is tho? thou know it not to be ſo, A 
e who beſtowed it on thee and wrought it in thee; 


itle grace; while he ſees thee and makes thee 
onſtant and diligent in the uſe of means, labour- | 
ng to grow in grace. Eſa. xlii. 3. Mat. v. 6. 
a. xli. 17. Phil. i. 6,—If thou object, and * 
Oh, but I do not find that I am brought to Chriſt, | 
ind, which is far worſe, I fear I never ſhall. 
To this I anſwer in two particulars : 

fi inſt, Thy very fear about this greateſt of con- 
erns is an argument of thy tranſlation from the 
rt Adam to the ſecond Adam, Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord. If the ſpirit of grace had not given thee 
me fi ght and taſte of the excellency and ſweetneſs 
1 = ia Ba 


a 3 


* 
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e will never reject. or neglect thee becauſe of thy 
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of Chriſt, thou couldeſt never prize, or deſire; 
groan after him. Tis only the CHILD that hat 
taſted the- honey or lager, that longs as cries 
more. 2822 . 
Secondly, If thois Endeſt a wre rel den tl 
ſoul in going on to ſeek the Lord and his ſtrength 
by prayer and ſupplication, and other means g 0 
grace; not reſting in, or depending upon, 
means, but on Chriſt alone, for life and bn 
my life for thine, come death when God -pleald 
to ſend it, it will end all thy fears, and put. ul 
beyond the reach of all thy enemies. Thy frequa 
crying to God in prayer, for Chriſt, and Yany 
grace, is the echo-of Chriſt interceding for thee 
a throne of grace; and thy going on, and q 
tinuing to watch at wiſdom's gates, could W 
poſſibly be, without inviſible ſupplies of pin 
_ ſtrength, communicated to thy Joul dad the & 
of Chriſt. 


| [Now, ; bg thou 15 fle the 2 of this narrative; "a 1 
art in a ſlate of infidelity, thou wilt in thine heart groe the a 
ib the lie, auhich is ſufficient to confirm the truth of tt; becauſe if i 
. <vas a falſe report, the ſeriptures ſay, that thou wouldeſt rech 
it; but as it is a true teſtimony for God, .God declares that i 
children of infidelity ſhall, not believe it. Behold, ye deſpiß 
and wonder, and periſh: for I work a work in your d | 
© work which you ſhall in no wiſe believe, tho?. a man deal 
it unto, ous | ee xili. 8 Hab. i 1. * . — 1 4 1 
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